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Glad Tidings 

Other 
opportunities to be in 

God’s Word 

Tuesday Morning  
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. 

This group  has been using the 
magazine “Good News”, which is  
published by Concordia Mission 

Society.  The editor is the former 
LHM speaker Wallace Schultz.  

There are several editions available 
in the pastor’s study/office for 

anyone who would like to review a 
topic or use one for a personal 

Bible study.   

Wednesday morning  
Ladies Bible Study at 10:30 a.m.  

Nov. 28th we will be starting a new 
Bible Study.  Women spend a lot of 

their time waiting to be happy; 
thinking it will be right around the 
corner.  Don’t keep waiting. You 
can start enjoying the blessings of 

God today when you start noticing 
the joys hidden in plain sight. Books 
are $8.00. The books help follow 
along with the study, but are not 
required. Please let Kristin Myher  

now if you would like a  book. 

If evenings are better, join us 
 at the Cottage Meetings the last 

Friday of the month at 7 p.m. 
hosted at a members home.  

December meeting place to be 

announced 

Pastor Snider’s Sunday Adult 
Bible Study  is taking us on a 

journey through Song of Solomon.  
Join us for this interesting study of 

God’s words regarding love 

between man and woman 

We hope to see all of you at one or 

more of these Bible Studies. 

A LTAR  GUILD :   

D ECEMBER - -Lois Brumm and 

 Debbie Dugan 

A COLYTE :   

12/2  Matthew Frazzini 

 12/9  Craig Rydzewski 

12/16   Cassandra Gulowski 

12/23  Kyle Rydzewski 

12/30  Kenny Minger 

   

Altar Guild and Acolyte 

T h e   

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L   

C H I L D R E N  

&   

T E E N  B I B L E  S T U D Y  
Would l ike  to  invi te  you to  

Our Chi ldren ’s  Chris tmas 
Worship 

 December 16 TH  

During  the 10am Worship  

Service  

Birthday Party  for Jesus  

 Fol lowing the  Service  

We are looking for musicians to play at the Christmas Eve 

Service.  Horns are especially good at the festive occasion.  

Please contact Linda Freeman at 810-588-4103 or Pastor 

Snider for more details 

Musicians Needed 
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From the Board 

 of Christian Ed.  things that happen when we are 

not at church.  They need some-

one who is willing to make the 

sacrifice and struggle to get 

them to Sunday School. 

 

As a young girl, when I would 

spend Saturday night with my 

Grandma, she would often re-

mark as we were getting ready 

for church in the morning,  “The 

Devil is working on me this 

morning Elizabeth.  He really 

wants me to stay home in my 

pajamas and spend time with 

you.”  But after she said that, we 

knew we couldn’t let him win so 

we would get moving and we 

never once skipped!  Of course, 

treating me to breakfast after-

wards was a good incentive too! 

 

It has been on my heart to write 

this newsletter article express-

ing my concern for the children 

and teenagers of Trinity.  I 

worry how they will face the 

world as young adults without a 

strong Biblical knowledge and 

faith that can only grow through 

being surrounded by God’s word 

in as many ways as possible.  

Please pray with me this month 

for all of our school aged kids.  

Abbie, Logan, Jared, Andrew, 

Daniel , Madysin , Michael, 

Kathryn, Elisabeth, Luke, Jo-

nah, Brianna, Joslyn, Rachael, 

Rachel, Ruthie, Jimmy, Kyle B., 

Matthew, Noah, Brad, Cassan-

dra, Kenny, Craig, Kyle R., Dan-

ielle, and Bridget. 

That’s 27 kids, and we’ve been 

averaging less than 8 kids a 

week. 

 

Last month I told you all about 

our current mission project 

which continues through Decem-

ber.  We have now earned 

enough in our Sunday School 

As we spend this month in 

preparation for the birth of our 

Lord, one of the things we do at 

Sunday School is prepare for our 

Christmas Program.  It is our 

way of praising God and thank-

ing Him for sending His SON to 

us!  Please don’t miss our Christ-

mas Program on December 16th 

during church.  If you know chil-

dren or teens who would like to 

be involved, let me know.  I’m 

still in need of readers and can 

always use more angels and 

shepherds!  After the worship 

service, we will celebrate with 

our Birthday Party for Jesus.  

Invite one of your un-churched 

friends to this festive event! 

 

As you are putting up your 

Christmas decorations, please 

pray for the members of the 

Board of Education.  We are dis-

couraged because Sunday School 

Attendance has dropped by 5 

kids a week.  We keep asking 

ourselves, “What are we doing 

wrong?” “ Is Sunday School not 

fun enough?”  “Do we need 

prizes?  Snacks?”  “Why aren’t 

all the kids at Trinity coming?”  

I’m sure there are some things 

we can do better so if you have 

ideas, please let anyone on the 

board know!  (Elizabeth Eppler, 

Mitch Minger, Doni Polenz, Alli-

son Corcoran or Pastor)  As I 

was praying about this the other 

day I realized something.  We 

can’t expect children to come to 

Sunday School unless an adult 

brings them.  That means that 

they have to have someone in 

their life who believes that 

learning God’s word is more im-

portant than sleeping in, watch-

ing cartoons, having a quiet 

morning and all those other fun 

offerings for THREE bicycles!!  

We are all excited that three 

Pastors in Guinea will be able to 

travel from village to village so 

much faster.  We still have a 

month so keep bringing those 

Sunday School offerings in. 

 

In Christ, 

Elizabeth Eppler 
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Upcoming Events 

Thrivent News 

Meet Darrin VanHevel, Trinity’s 
new Thrivent Representative. 
Following is his Bio to introduce 
himself.  If any has any questions 
or concerns or would like to know 
more about the role that Thrivent 
can play in growing our church and 
helping our community, he would 
like us to feel free to give him a 
call. 

Role: No matter what your goals, 
achieving them requires prepara-
tion and planning. I can help you 
assess your current situation and 
develop a financial strategy that's 
customized for you. From strate-
gies to help you grow your assets to 
preparing for retirement, I'll help 
you make informed decisions to 
stay on track with your goals.  

Approach: Today, it's common to 
have multiple financial goals and 
concerns. That's why we take a 
broad-based approach to serving 
our members. It's important to 
understand how different factors 
can affect your financial picture. 
We'll help you analyze your current 
situation. Develop an in-depth 
financial program. And help you 
implement an integrated financial 
strategy. Our team can also assist 
you by providing a product- or 
issue-based solution, or we can 
take a values-based approach to 
preparing for your financial future.  

Involvement: I am married. I 
have 1 child. I am a member of 
Christ our King in Saline, MI. In 
my spare time I enjoy religious 
activities, cooking, spending time 
with family, traveling and golfing.  

Thrivent Financial for Luther-
ans: Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans is a faith-based, not-for-
profit financial services organiza-
tion with approximately 2.6 million 
members. As the nation's largest 
fraternal benefit society, we help 
members be wise with money and 
live generously. With more than 
$75 billion in assets under manage-
ment and more than $5 billion in 
adjusted surplus (as of June 2011), 
you can be confident in our finan-
cial strength and stability. 

Phone: 734-459-6300  

Fax: 734-459-2393 

 darren.vanhevel@thrivent.com  

Deck the Halls….Come One, Come 
All – The Ladies Posse would like 
to invite the congregation to help 
trim the church’s Christmas tree 
and decorate the halls!  

 The festivities start at 7pm on 
12/6. Please bring an appetizer, or 
dessert to share and join us for 
joyful fellowship as we prepare for 
the celebration of Christ’s birth. 
Please let Joanna Krueger know if 
you have any questions. 

Posse Posts 

Seventy people gathered together 
for our Annual Harvest Dinner on 
November 3rd. A wonderful meal 
and evening of fellowship was 
enjoyed by all.  

Thank you to everyone who helped 
by decorating and setting up, by 
preparing food, and by helping 
clean-up. We collected $474 in our 
free will offering. A big thank you 
to Thrivent who gave us an addi-
tional $158 in matching funds 
totaling $632. We are now in the 
process of applying for some more 
matching funds from LOVE, INC. 
All of the money raised will go to 
supporting our Love, INC ministry 
here at Trinity. Our ministry here 
at Trinity helps people in our 
community with transportation by 
providing gas vouchers & LET'S 
tokens. We here at Trinity are 
truly blessed and this is one way 
we can share God's Love and His 
blessings with others in need in our 
community.  

A DVENT  SCHEDULE  

December 2 is the First Sunday of 
the Advent season.  On Wednes-
days, plan on joining us at 6:00 pm 
for a Soup Supper, then Worship at 
7:00 pm. 

Christmas Eve worship will be at 
5:00 pm, 
 Christmas Day at 10:00am 

F AMILY  F UN  D AY  
 J AN  29 ,  2012  12 -5PM  

Plan on joining us after church 
from 12-5pm for a fun filled time 
at White Lodge.  Bring a dish to 
pass and your favorite games, 
sleds and ice skates!! 

  

Harvest Dinner  

a Big Success 

https://service.thrivent.com/apps/member/serviceForm/ServiceRequestFormsSetupRepContactSearch?repEmail=darren.vanhevel@thrivent.com
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Praise and thanksgiving 

Gracious God and Father, we humbly magnify 
the wisdom of your ways and in childlike trust 
commit ourselves to Your fatherly guidance. 
Uphold us, we pray You by Your right hand, 
guide us with Your counsel, and receive us at 
last into glory.  We  pray for those among us 
who are in special  need of your guidance and 

healing: 

 For John and Diane Menning give them 

comfort, peace and strength. 

 For Sharon Huetteman for cancer treat-

ments. 

 George Rydzewski  

 Speedy recovery for Russ Borders 

 Cathie Snider relief from pain 

 Richard Parks, Kenny Cadle and Terry 

Kaczmarek  (cancer) 

 For the soldiers overseas who are still 
protecting freedoms, our own and others in 
the world: Brandon Snider in Korea, Tyler 
Martin, and Anthony Chapman who are 

serving in Afghanistan. 

 Thanksgiving for Melissa Van Gorden’s safe 

return home.  

 Guidance, wisdom and strength of faith for 
the Congregation of Trinity as they make 

decisions that will help it to grow. 

 Pray for our Missionaries in other countries 
that they remain safe in Your care as they 

spread Your Word  

Prayer List Happy Birthday!! 

Ephesians 2:10 
For we are God's handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do. (NIV) 

A very Happy Birthday 

from the members of 

Trinity Lutheran Church: 

 Kyle Rydzewski,  12/1 

Dustin Snider  12/5 

 Jon Kurseth,  12/6 

Barbara Yek,   12/6 

Diane Menning 12/8 

Cassandra Gulowski,  12/10 

James Myers,   12/15 

Linda Minger,   12/19 

Michael Fansler,   12/20 

 Mark Meyer,  12/20 

Helen Riggs,   12/21 

Cathie Snider,   12/25 

Jeff Polenz,   12/29 

Paul Russell,   12/29 

Anniversary wishes go out to:      

Mike & Kristin Myher  12/26 

There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casts out fear, 
because fear involves 
punishment, and the one 
who fears is not perfected 
in love.  

1 John 4:18  

Family Evening Out 

A group from Trinity will be attending the 

Christmas concert at Concordia University on 

Friday, December 7th. We will be meeting at 

church at 5:00 p.m. and heading to Asia City 

(2905 Washtenaw, Ypsilanti) for dinner. The 

dinner buffet is $10.99 per person. Their 

website is: asiacityrestaurant.com if you have 

any additional questions about dining. We 

estimate arrival at the restaurant at 5:45 p.m. 

and at Concordia at 7:30 p.m. if anyone would 

like to meet us at either of those locations after 

work. The concert is FREE. Please contact 

Kristin Myher with any questions. 

SPECIAL OFFERING  

ALLOCATION 

The Voter’s Assembly, on the 

recommendation of the Stewardship 

Committee, voted to allocate all 2012 

“Special” envelopes for Thanksgiving, 

Advent, Christmas Eve and Christmas 

to the Building Fund.  Any offerings 

received in those envelopes will be 

placed in a special fund earmarked for 

our building.  If you want your 

contribution to go to the General 

Fund, please make the contribution via 

your “regular”, white, envelopes. 

http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/p/newinternationa.htm


Ascension Lutheran Church is where  

Chrismons™ ornaments were first made 

for use on their church Christmas tree in 

1957 by a member of our church. Mrs. 

Frances Kipps Spencer. Mrs. Spencer was 

the originator of the Chrismons™ orna-

ments. Their designs are monograms of 

and symbols for our lord Jesus Christ. 

Because these designs have been used by 

his followers since biblical times, they are 

the heritage of all Christians and serve to 

remind each of us regardless of denomina-

tion of the one we follow. 

In 1957, Frances Kipps Spencer began 

thinking of a way to decorate the Christ-

mas tree in her church that would be more 

suitable for a sanctuary. She thought that 

the usual brightly colored Christmas 

ornaments were just not appropriate for a 

setting of worship, so she began research-

ing and looking for something that would 

reflect the Christian faith. 

Mrs. Spencer began by trying to imagine 

herself in the shoes of Mary, the mother of 

Jesus. She asked, "How would Mary 

celebrate Jesus' birthday?" The answer 

from our culture and time period would 

have a cake and candles and his name on 

it. Mrs. Spencer then looked upon the 

traditional Christmas tree as a cake and 

placed on the tree the name Jesus and his 

title Christ. Instead of using the name and 

title in English, however, she used Greek 

monograms. Thus the letters in Greek, 

"Chi Rho," became one of the earliest 

Chrismons because they are monograms 

for Christos, the Greek word for Christ. 

The word chrismons itself is a combina-

tion of the words Christ and Monogram. 

Looking through the First Ladies Guild 

record for Trinity Lutheran Church, 

making of the Chrismons was discussed in 

this first meeting. I was unable to discern 

when exactly many of ours were made 

although some were brought with the 
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A Bit about Chrismons 

Brumms when they joined Trinity.  I 

expect Dianne Menning talented 

hands were involved as well other 

Trinity founders.  

While reflecting before worship, see 

how many of these you find on the 

Trinity tree.   

 

 

http://www.chrismon.org/site/chrismon/about.htm
http://www.chrismon.org/site/chrismon/about.htm
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 Their website is: 

 http://lutheransforlifeofmichigan.org/main/ 

Donations for either of these organizations can be 
made, starting in January, via the blue envelopes 
available in the pews.  Please check the appropri-
ate box. 

 Other Christmas Giving  

Opportunities 

 

Lutheran Child and Family Services Christmas 
Caring Program is in need of our assistance again 
this year. Names of children and adults in need of 
gifts this year are hanging on the Christmas tree 
in the narthex. If you can assist with purchasing a 
gift for someone that would be awesome. All gifts 
need to be unwrapped and placed in a gift bag with 
the name of the person on a gift tag as well as 
their code number (this information is on the back 
of the name tag you choose). All gifts need to be 
returned to the church prior to Dec 10 so they can 
be delivered to Lutheran Child and Family ser-
vices in a timely manner. Thank you for your 
generosity. Please contact Joanna Krueger with 
questions (810-599-4127 or jkrueger@umich.edu). 

Stewardship Charitable Giving 

Focus for January & February 2013 

The Stewardship Committee has chosen the following 
two organizations for Trinity’s charitable giving focus 
for January & February, 2013: 

HOPE for Developmental Disabilities:  HOPE (Haven, 
Opportunities Pathways Education) is a ministry of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church of Hillsdale.  They embrace 
and support individuals with developmental disabili-
ties, including autism spectrum disorders, cognitive 
impairments, and Down syndrome, in all aspects of 
living to enhance their quality of life, develop their 
God-given talents and gifts, and realize their full, 
individual potential. 

Lutherans for Life Michigan:  Lutherans For Life of 
Michigan believes that all human life is loved and 
valued by the Creator God — from the moment of 
conception to the moment of death — regardless of size 
or condition. Because we believe this to be the  
absolute truth, we strive to educate children, youth 
and adults on the issues of LIFE, such as stem cell 
research, abortion, post abortive healing, physician 
assisted suicide, euthanasia and the related issue of 
sexual purity. Our desire is to see all human life 
honored and respected in word and deed.  

**Correction to page 6--Mrs. Spencer was a member of Ascension 

Lutheran, NOT Trinity. 

http://lutheransforlifeofmichigan.org/main/
tel:%28810-599-4127
mailto:jkrueger@umich.edu

