
This is a good thing, because people 
are more willing to help within their 
church rather than go “around the 
neighborhood, spreading the Good 
News”.   

Our Stewardship consists of not only 
our giving every Sunday and taking 
care of our church, but also in our giv-
ing to missions and outreach. Jesus 
said “37 “Then the righteous will an-
swer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink? 38 When 
did we see you a stranger and invite 
you in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you? 39 When did we see you sick or in 
prison and go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.” Matthew 25:37-40. 

We do pretty good at Trinity but we 
can do more.  And by helping others 
we are opening up opportunities for 
Evangelism, by just being able to slip 
Jesus into a conversation.   

Kristin Myher has been working on our 
involvement in a local coalition, help-
ing us to be more involved and in tune 
to our community and becoming more 
visible to people in our area.  This cre-
ates opportunities to share the Word 
of God. There will be more information 
as we become more involved.  

So watch your bulletin and Trinity Face-
book page for more info. 
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Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. 
This group has been using the magazine 
“Good News”, which is published by 
Concordia Mission Society. The editor is 
the former LHM speaker Wallace 
Schultz. There are several editions avail-
able in the pastor’s study/office for 
anyone who would like to review a 
topic or use one for personal Bible 
study.  

Ladies Bible study WEDNESDAY 
10:00 a.m. is a group of ladies mostly 
around young family age although all ages 
are welcome. This is a good place for 
mentoring also. Any time is a good time to 
join. The group is now studying the book 
of Romans. 

If evenings are better, join us 
at the Cottage Meetings the last Fri-
day of the month at 7 p.m. hosted at a 
member’s home. January Cottage meet-
ing attending the Thrivent action team 
Appreciation dinner 

Pastor Snider’s Sunday  
Adult Bible Study is delving into to the 

Lifelight Series: Acts Part 1. The book of 
Acts records God’s glorious actions among 
the first believers. It reveals the light of 
Christ, which spread by speech and scroll 
from Jerusalem down to today. 

 

We hope to see all of you at one or 
more of these Bible Studies. 

O t h e r  
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Meals with a Mission  
Thank you to everyone who attended 
our Meals with a Mission breakfast on 
February 25th! $250.00 was raised for 
Wake Up Stockbridge's "Meals for Our 
Neighbors" program.  

The program delivers home-cooked 
meals for those who are seriously ill, 
recovering from surgery, or grieving a 
death in the family. Funds raised will 
be used for food for the pantry and 
freezer, delivery supplies, such as re-
usable plastic-ware, storage bags, and 
plastic wrap, and gas cards for delivery 
expenses. Thank you for helping make 
a difference in our community. 

 
Capital Stewardship Campaign 
Wow, we haven't tossed this phrase 
around in a while!  Although we still 
have work ahead of us to finish paying 
for the addition, on May 20, 2018 
there will be an Anniversary and a 
Dedication Ceremony. More details on 
the ceremony are to come, but in the 
meantime we will need as many hands 
that we can get to finish up the build-
ing work, such as painting the fellow-
ship hall, repairing nicks and dents and 
touching them up, cleaning the week 
before, mowing and trimming, possibly 
planting flowers.  
 
Being good Stewards and Evangelists 
Here at Trinity, our Stewardship and 
Evangelism committees are combined. 



The Generation Gap 
Adapted by Pastor Snider 

It is no secret and maybe it has long 
been a badge of honor that each gen-
eration has had a modified approach 
to life from the previous one. It is as if 
what has been is no longer appropriate 
for the present or the future so let’s 
make modifications to what we think 
we know rather than accept.  

This may be the motivation behind the 
drive for inventions in general but the 
gap seems to indicate a wider desire to 
modify Christianity to a new worldly 
reengineered man designed relation-
ship with God. 

It’s much more difficult to reach the 
average American with the Gospel 
today than it was 50 years ago. 

Let me illustrate with a variation of the 
Engle scale it was popularized by Dr. 
James Engle decades ago.  

“1” is a person with no faith and quite 

far in their journey from becoming a 
Christian.  

“10” is a person in 
whom the Spirit of God 
has worked through 
the Word to bring to 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

In 1960, the “average” 
unbelieving person in 
America probably 
knew… 

Some basics of the Christian faith, in-
cluding the deity of Jesus. 

That truth exists and the Bible is trust-
worthy. 

Church, Christians, and it’s leaders in a 
favorable way. 

A positive experience of church in their 

longer process for anyone to journey 
across the scale, i.e. moving from a 3 
to a 5 or 7 

That’s why it’s critical that Christian 
family members and congregations 
begin to think differently. That they… 

Allow/expect their pastor and/or staff 
to spend time outside the church doing 
things in relationships or community 
scattered across the scale. 

Help members positively share the 
hope that is within them from knowing 
a personal savior. 

Create community outside the church 
where 4s, 5s, 6s can share life with the 
10s that love them. Like the Early 
Church and like mission minded com-
munities. 

An evangelist from my experience, 
patiently follows a simple pattern: 

I listen to their story…including their 
place of brokenness or need. 

I share my own story… in a way that 
connects not competing for the drama 
that’s involved. 

I share the piece of God’s story that 
offers good news from a loving God. 

Focusing on building a permanent rela-
tionship that focuses on a making a 
Christian friend or neighbor?  

3s and 4s are sometimes nudged to 5s 
and 6s and occasionally the Spirit 
brings someone to believe in Jesus.  

Where there’s more sowing of the 
Word there seems to be more moving 
of people by the Spirit. 
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own lifes’ background. 

A sense of guilt to guide them in their 
actions when they broke fundamental 
laws… like a car hitting a curb. 

Let’s put 1960s average unbelieving 
person in America at an 8. 

 

 

By 
comparison let’s put the average unbe-
lieving American today at a “3.” Little 
explanation needed because the infor-
mation has not been handed down to 
them! 

The Spirit can work through the Word 

anyway He wants. Right?  

Look at the stories from Acts! 

Cornelius and his household 

Lydia and her household 

The jailer at Philippi  

(Each of them may have been closer to 
our 1960’s “8” than our 2018 “3.”) 

So, the things that simply 
worked years ago… friend-
ship Sun-
day…congregational pride 
… evangelistic campaigns 
popular in the 1960’s in 
many denomination… invi-
tations to Christmas Eve… 
Sunday school… even relat-

ing to the Sunday sermon. They don’t 
work like they used to work. 

Most churches keep acting like the 
world is full of 7s, 8s, 9s. 

Today, for the most part, it takes more 
time. Living in relationship longer and 
especially demonstrating the integrity 
and love… in service, because there’s a 

G O O D  N E W S   

“Create community 

outside the church... ” 

Pastor’s Page 





Kara Garcia -- medical issues 

Victoria Bennett--Continued 
prayers for her and baby 

Abbey Yeip (co-workers daughter 
12 yrs)--diagnosed with Leukemia 

Jiselle -Healing after surgery. Also, 
Bryan Bickel 

Tim Erisman - Still having difficul-
ties healing from surgery 

Vivian Badalamenti-diagnosis of 
lump 

Ray Kelm, Greg Anderson, Carolyn 
and Joe Benkovsky, Betty Jane Van 
Gordon, Betty Jean Sigro, Tom Cor-
coran, Faith Kukuk, Dianne and 
Rudy Vik,  Dennis Miller, Jordan 
Keen, Tori Noll-Bennett and un-
born child -- strength and health 

Continued healing:  Cynthia 
Snider, Joanne and Bob Hickman, 
Don Keiser. 

Jacob Minix, Lorena Luckhardt, 
John Martinowicz, Julie Haggerty, 
Robin Fletcher, Kyle Knipp, Don 
Fogel, Ava Allen, Tracy Brohmen, 
Kenny Cadle, Carol Thompson, 
Sarah Burns, Libby in their battles 
with cancer. 

for the soldiers here and overseas 
who are still protecting freedoms, 
our own and others in the world: 
Matt Hall, Casey Sampson,  sta-
tioned in the States. Scott Mikkel-
son stationed in Hawaii and Jill 
(Engel) Graves, Corbin Sherman. 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; 
seek and you will find;  

knock, and the door will be opened 
to you.  

For everyone who asks receives; he 
who seeks finds; 

and to him who knocks the door will 
be opened.” 

Matthew 7: 7-8 

Praise and thanksgiving: 

Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiv-
ing, honor, power and might be to 
You, our God, now and forever! 
Hear us who pray in peace in the 
name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. O 
God, Holy and eternal, who did per-
mit us to enter into the fellowship of 
that holy suffering by which Your 
dear Son, our Savior, conquered sin 
and death; grant that we may cele-
brate the remembrance of His pas-
sion with true devotion, accept the 
cross as his disciples, and thus fulfill 
Your holy will; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. We pray for 
those among us who are in special 
need of your guidance and healing:  

Mark Meyer--Help heal broken ribs 
and bruises. 

Shut-ins--Lorena Luckhardt, Betty 
Jean Sigro, Caroline Cadeau, Al 
Jacoby, Marlene Comfort 

Betty Jean Sigro-relief of pain 

Judy Lasko - Fighting cancer, 
started Chemo this week 

Scott Drexler, Barb Yek’s nephew, 
now in Afghanistan. 

Other prayers this month 

Jacob Minix - Cancer surgery, sec-
ond one  

Paloma Blakely - Finazzos’ rejoice in 
her birth. 

Laura Groellers Grandma passed 
away  

Don and Sharon Gauverau, Paul and 
Leisa Laujavitx, Jackie Case need 
God’s intervention in their lives 

Jim and Helen Kraft - Jim in last 
stages of heart failure  

Summer - young single mom  

Ken and Janie - Last stages of Lung 
condition  
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Prayers of Trinity 
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Bridget Tackett  4/3 

Madysin Gray  4/8 

Beth Engel  4/9 

Daniel Eppler  4/10 

Carole Clacher  4/12 

Brian Moehring  4/12 

Birthdays  

Mike Myher  4/14 

Eric Tackett  4/17 

Derek Buurma  4/23 

Dustin Buurma  4/23 

Rachel Frazzini  4/25 

Barb Jacoby  4/25 

Jarrod Buurma  4/27 

Jared Curtis  4/29 

Steven Pelto  4/30 
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council meeting. Rev. Jones works 
with congregations to revitalize 
and/or keep upward momentum 
(which we have as a result of our 
recent building project). 

 

May 6, 2018  11am 

Voters meeting during coffee hour. 

 

May 20, 2018  10am and   

More details to come.  This is an 

exciting time.  We will have an 40th 
Anniversary Worship and then later 
in the day a Dedication Worship.  

 

 

April 17, 2018   7pm 

Meals with a Mission will host Brit 
Odemba from Kenya.  

 

April 22, 2018 

Confirmation Sunday 

 

May 5, 2018  9am 

Trinity will be hosting a workshop 
with Reverend Jones, who gave the 
council a presentation at the last 

Upcoming events 

Missionary Visit 

Britt Odemba, with her husband Micah 
and their children, serves the Lord in 
Kenya. She works with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Kenya as an educa-
tional consultant. She helps the local 
church expand their education pro-
grams throughout the country. She 
serves primarily with Springs of Life 
Lutheran Church in Kibera, Nairobi, 
Kenya. During her time in Kenya, she 
has facilitated a growth in the school’s 
enrollment and has assisted in its 
budget process and the hiring of new 
staff. 

Save the date for Tuesday April 17, 7 
pm for a visit from Britt here at Trinity 

. 

 

 

 

 

Britt Odemba - 
www.lcms.org/odemba 

Britt will be at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
on Monday, April 16 at  
11 am. She will enjoy some time with 
our Bible study group that meets on 
Mondays, but of course, everyone will 
be welcome at this to meet Britt. 

Please pray for Britt as she serves in 
Kenya with her husband and their two 
children. Pray for the students and the 
school families as they learn more 
about God and His love for them. 
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righteous and successful people, and 
we hope that our companions in life 
would endorse our behavior, or guide 
us "gently" if we seem to be veering 
off course. This attachment to a group 
is, hopefully, a more positive action in 
the church atmosphere than in the 
corner pub or the school basketball 
game. In the church, we can strip away 
pretense or greed or anger, and pre-
sent ourselves to others in a basic way, 
as another pilgrim trying to find the 
right way through life, reminding us 
that we are forgiven children of God. 

We come into the world as a singular 
individual, and we leave it the same 
way. At both ends and in between, we 
all want to have people near us who 
love us and are willing to help us when 
we stumble or are buffeted by circum-
stances. And we enter into this con-
tract:  as we receive from others, we 
should give to others in need, not just 
materially, but from a reservoir of af-
fection for others which should be ex-
pressed in a way that meets their 
needs. Some people need more nur-
turing and help than others. The Chris-
tian friend does not keep score. 

Who is that stranger, standing alone in 
our parish hall? The odds are good that 
he is at a pivot point in his life. Other-
wise, why would he come to our 
church today? Perhaps he is just hun-
gry for human companionship. Many 
Christians have come for the fellow-
ship and stayed to become disciples of 
Christ. That stranger is a created child 
of God. Does he know that the forgive-
ness and grace extend to him if only he 
will reach out and grasp it?  Is this my 
opportunity to be a part of God's plan 
for salvation? Take the plunge! 

We would like to believe that we are a 
friendly church. And so we are; we 
deal with each other, for the most 
part, without contention or rancor, 

cooperatively, constructively, affec-
tionately. Outside our walls, within a 
few miles, there are people who would 
enrich their lives and ours, and stimu-
late their souls by becoming a part of 
our community. We need to say to our 
friends, "Come and see what we have 
here. You will be welcomed." 

Back in elementary school, we all knew 
what to do when someone said, "Join 
hands and form a circle." For some 
reason, we all joined hands looking in, 
across the circle at the other members 
of our class. Perhaps we need to join 
hands with our friends so that we are 
looking out - at the people not in the 
circle - not holding hands. Then we can 
break our connection and invite them 
into the gap, joining with both of their 
hands and making them a part of the 
circle, a member of the group. Then 
they will not be strangers, a unit, a 
statistic. They are already children of 
God; now they will be part of our fel-
lowship. 

  

We all cringe when we think about 
embarrassing moments in our lives. 
One particular moment we may re-
member is being an outsider in a room 
full of strangers, when one of them 
approaches us with a smile as if they 
intend to greet us. We ready ourselves 
to respond when suddenly we realize 
that they intend to greet another per-
son, located just behind our left shoul-
der. How humiliating to realize that 
you are invisible, not just loved or 
hated, but nonexistent to those 
around you. Often we would be more 
comfortable being insulted or repri-
manded, rather than simply being ig-
nored. 

Someone has said that coffee hour at a 
church can be one of the most hostile 
environments on earth. The joyful ca-
maraderie of friends greeting friends, 
while preparing to worship God, 
should be a happy highlight of the 
week - unless you are an outsider. The 
stranger has no accustomed place to 
sit; the crowd breaks into traditional 
groups who continue the conversa-
tions of many past weeks together on 
subjects of mutual interest. They all 
know each other's parents and siblings 
and children; there are strong currents 
of friendship flowing from one to an-
other - except for the outsider. The 
visiting stranger needs an escort, an 
advocate who will introduce them and 
prepare them for integration into the 
group. Every visitor needs to meet 
members of the inside group who are 
truly interested in him and curious 
about his opinions and lifestyle and 
needs. 

Most lives consist of many common-
place events stacked end to end, punc-
tuated by small or large triumphs or 
tragedies. We want our friends to un-
derstand our experiences, to celebrate 
or sympathize, to understand and ap-
prove our actions. We all want to be 

joining hands b y  T i m  H u r s t  
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS 

We’re on the Web! 
www.trinitypinckney.com 

5958 M-36 West 
Pinckney, MI 48169 
Phone: 734-878-5977 
www.trinitypinckney.org 

Look for us on Facebook 

 

«Label Name 1» 

«Address Line 1» 

«Address Line 2» 

«City, State  Zip» 

 

LWML Ann Arbor Zone Spring Rally - Healing in the Hospital 
All ladies of St. Paul are invited to attend the Spring Zone Rally Saturday, April 21, 2018, 9:00 AM – 12 Noon Living 
Water Lutheran Church of Whitmore Lake200 Barker Road, Whitmore Lake, MI 48189. The speaker and special guest 
will be Joel Maier and Denver the Therapy Dog, C.S. Mott Hospital Child Life Specialists 
 
The event schedule is as follows: 
9:00 – 9:30 a.m. Registration Suggested Donation $5.00. Free-Will Mite Offering Mission Grants.9:30 a.m.  – 12 Noon 
Worship, Business Meeting, Program, Lunch at Noon. RSVP is appreciated to Linda Murdock, 734.761.6150 
There will also be donations taken for C.S. Mott Hospital: 
· Uno Card Game   · Crayola Crayon/Pencils 
· Secular Coloring Books  · Kohl’s Cares     
 (Child & Adult)   Plush New Stuffed Toys 
· Super Hero Action Figures 
· Small Lego Kits 
Wish List Links to check out are at: 
Amazon: amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/JDMBTCG7VOOY 


