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Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. 
This group  has been using the maga-
zine “Good News”, which is  published 
by Concordia Mission Society.  The 
editor is the former LHM speaker a 
Wallace Schultz.  There are several 
editions available in the pastor’s 
study/office for anyone who would 
like to review a topic or use one for 
personal Bible study.   

 Ladies Bible study moving BACK TO 
WEDNESDAY 10:00 a.m.: This is a 
group of ladies mostly around young 
family age although all ages are wel-
comed and encouraged. They are just 
starting “Making The Most of Your 
Resources : How Do I Manage My 
Time Energy, and Money?”  Stuff --  
It’s a small unassuming word but it 
certainly can occupy a large percent-
age of our thought. God gives us re-
sources for a grander purpose than 
buying purses, cars and houses -- He 
desires our true wealth to be found in 
Him. We invite you to dive into this 
study and discover how God wants to 
help you learn to live a life that is full 
and meaningful. 

If evenings are better, join us 
at the Cottage Meetings the last Fri-
day of the month at 7 p.m. hosted at a 
member’s home.  August’s meeting 
will be held at the Sniders 

Pastor Snider’s Sunday  
Adult Bible Study “Joining Jesus on 
His Mission”  is a very interesting 
study. Much discussion is involved as 
we delve into life as a follower of Je-
sus.  Simple, powerful and applicable 
insights show you how to be on mis-
sion and recognize where Jesus is al-
ready at work in your neighborhoods, 
workplaces and schools. We hope to 
see all of you at one or more of these 
Bible Studies. 

O t h e r  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  b e  

i n  G o d ’ s  W o r d  

stewardship  

$177,214 

 CSC  

June 

 was $10,520 

Total given was 

$142,743.11  

We are so close to our goal 

by  Nov 15, 2016 

Capital Stewardship Campaign 

As we look toward the end of our first commitment in 
the Capital Stewardship Campaign, we have some excit-
ing pictures to share with you.   

CONSTRUCTION HAS BEGUN!!! 

It true, it really is.  As this continues, we will be posting 
pics on our facebook page and  website.  Feel free to 
stop by and take a look, especially on Sunday mornings 
around 8:45. You can look around, grab a cup of coffee 
and delve into the word while you are there! 

We are blessed to have your continued support in this 
endeavor. May God continue to bless us. 



Trinity’s Caring Ministry 

by 
Pastor Snider 

 
When I left the seminary to become a 
Vicar and, subsequently, to be or-
dained and installed at St Paul's in 
Falls City, Nebraska, we were given a 
practical bit of advice that has con-
tinues to shape many of my conver-
sations, and even some of my ac-
tions, here at Trinity, Pinckney.  The 
advice, in the form of an expression, 
states, “No one cares how much you 
know until they know how much you 
care.”  This advice has helped me 
keep in perspective the caring minis-
try and the level of academic activity 
that I pursue.  Caring for members’ 
needs has been the priority of my 
ministry here at Trinity. 

The Stewardship and Evangelism 
board met recently and is prepared 
to embark on a caring ministry to 
augment the pastoral care that I am 
able to provide.  One of the keys that 
will allow for both 
an improvement in 
pastoral care, and 
also the develop-
ment of a caring 
ministry, is com-
munication.  For 
years, I have given 
guidance to our 
graduating seniors to “keep in touch 
with family, church and with their 
God.”  The same applies for each of 
us who is not going off to college or 
other career opportunities.   

Each one of us, including myself, has 
needs.  Some of them are listed in 
the weekly bulletin. Others remain 
private or semi-private when they 
are shared with the Prayer Warriors.  
The real issue for pastoral care, or 
for ‘Trinity Care Ministry’, is commu-
nication.  While I have a good rela-
tionship with God, he has not given 
me direct access to mind reading or 

we enjoy the mobility and the prox-
imity to up-north and the comforts 
of down-south.  The problem comes 
when we aren’t aware of where you 
are or if another reason of sorrow, 
sadness, disappointment or disagree-
ment has led to your willingness to 
forgo worshiping with us at Trinity.    

We would like to do a better job of 
noticing who has been absent for 
more than a week, unless someone 
has information regarding vacations, 
travel, etc.; either short term or sea-
sonal.  One of the best ways to com-
municate an upcoming absence 
might be to include a prayer re-
quest / private for "safe travel for 
the next 5 weeks", for example.  An-
other service that we think might fit 
the ministry of those who are less 
traveled might be a wellness check 
that is completely adjustable to any-
one’s schedule.  If someone lives 
alone and would like a wellness 
check (short or long) on some num-
ber of days during the week, we 
would plan for someone to make a 
call that would give the recipient a 
friendly phone call, be it brief, or a 
little more, if both are in agreement.   

Another thought that would require 
communication of needs and or oc-
casions would be special occasion 
greeting cards for times when people 
are rejoicing and celebrating or are in 
some way down, hurting or even 
mourning the situation where they 
find themselves.   

The first part of this caring, regarding 
prayer list, will begin immediately. 
The other parts will need your input 
and, for some, the willingness to 
serve others.  Please look for a short 
suggestion form in your mailbox or 
contact Pastor Snider or Kristin My-
her for info or input.  May the peace 
of the Lord be upon each of you as 
we care for each other in Christ.  
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clairvoyance.  There is, however, a 
means of Grace that comes into play 
and is very important; tell someone 
what is going on in your life and give 
them permission to share it with the 
ministry team, the pastor or the 
prayer warriors.   

One of the changes that we are going 
to make as a result of our discussion 
is to update our prayer list each 
month.  In the monthly newsletter, 
we will list a summary of all the 
prayer requests that we have re-
ceived during the month.  They will 
be placed in the newsletter under 
the title, "People We Have Prayed for 
This Month".  The bulletin will in-
clude only those prayer requests that 
are new and have not been marked 
as “Keep Private”. Any ongoing or 
chronic condition - physical, spiritual, 
family or congregation related - will 
need to be resubmitted sometime 
during the month.   

The first question we will need to 
answer is, "Who will become part of 

this new service to 
the congrega-
tion?"  The second 
is, "What services 
will, should, or are 
we able to offer?" 

When we look 
around the mem-
bership there are 

many who might benefit from a car-
ing ministry. There are also many 
who might benefit from serving on 
such a group. But, which of the many 
scenarios are we willing to tackle as 
we begin?  

One of our biggest concerns is peo-
ple who may be falling through the 
cracks; no one seems to care that 
they haven’t been in attendance at 
worship for weeks, or even months, 
and no one has called to check on 
their well being.  The difficulty, of 
course, is the invasion of privacy and 
the lifestyle that each of us lives as 

G L A D  T I D I N G S  

“No one cares how much you 

know until they know how much 

you care.”   

Pastor’s Page 





 Faith Kukuk, Dianne and Rudy 
Vik, Bill Opp, Dennis Miller  -- 
strength and health 

 Continued healing , Tina 
Albrechtsen, Cynthia Snider, 
Joanne and Bob Hickman. Tanya 
Phillips, Kitty Weber, Ann. 

 Steve Hill--help the doctors fig-
ure out the sudden illness and 
problem walking. 

 Tracy Brohmen, Kenny Cadle, 
Terry Kaczmarek, Charlie and 
Carol Thompson, Sarah Burns, 
Tonya Roberts Emil in their bat-
tles with cancer. 

 Jamie Hollister- increasing health 
issues.  Guide the doctors 

 Jiselle - surgery  

 Kyle Nagy healing from heart 
surgery.  

 Family of Leona Eppler who died 
last week. 

 Carole Clacher’s  sister Lois 
Donovan passed. Be with the 
family.  

Praise and thanksgiving: 

O God, Holy and eternal, who did 
permit us to enter into the fellowship 
of that holy suffering by which Your 
dear Son, our Savior, conquered sin 
and death; grant that we may cele-
brate the remembrance of His pas-
sion with true devotion, accept the 
cross as his disciples, and thus fulfill 
Your holy will; through the same Je-
sus Christ, our Lord. We pray for 
those among us who are in special 
need of your guidance and healing 

 Jude Pittenger, medical issues 
including eyes 

 Betty Jean Sigro, home bound, 
strength and healing 

 Caroline Cadeau, recuperating at 
Medilodge 

 Tracey Vaughn stage 4 liver can-
cer and kidney failure. 

 Cathie Snider relief from pain. 

 Tom Corcoran, Jon’s father, diag-
nosed with MSA. 

 Birthday wishes to Faith’s daugh-
ter Mary Roberts. 

 safe travels for Denise and Jerry 
Mott on vacation to Colorado. 

 for those who serve in both paid 
and volunteer leadership roles in 
the Church. Pray that God would 
guide them so that their words 
and actions would be to His 
glory.   

 For the soldiers here and over-
seas who are still protecting 
freedoms, our own and others in 
the world:  Melissa VanGorden, 
deployed to Iraq. Matt Hall and  
Brandon Snider, Jill (Engel) 
Graves, Casey Sampson, Brenden 
Finazzo, Scott Mikkelson sta-
tioned in the States and Corbin 
Sherman and Trevor Finazzo sta-
tioned in training. 

 for all volunteers, that God 
would use their hands and words 
to do His work and share the 
Gospel with 
those who 
need to hear 
it.  
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Prayers of Trinity 

V O L U M E  7 ,  I S S U E  8  

In Honor of: 

Building Fund Contributions in Honor 
of Kaye Wick for the month of June 
totaled $1,235 

Thank you to Bob and Lois Brumm, 
Janice Lasko, Melissa Ratliff, Denise 
Yeomans, Glen and Cindy Kivell, Barb 
Yek, Norbert and Catherine Veit, Rick 
and Nancy Rosselle, Carole Clacher, 
Doug and Shelia Barker, Matt and De-
nise Moechel, Bill and Ann Hirth, 
Christa Varga, Laura Groeller, Jean 
Rosselle, Tom and Barb Andrews, 
Betty Jean Sigro, Alice Finazzo, Eva 
Bumbel, Carolyn and Joe Benkovsky, 
Katherine Kasbohm, Winar connection 
Inc., Dwight and Mary Lewis and the 
Minger and Dugan Families  

 

No Ladies' Posse meeting in August. 
Our next meeting will be Thursday, 
September  1st. at 7 p.m. 
Kristin and Gretchen will be hosting 
All Trinity ladies are invited! 
This is our big planning meeting so 
hope to see all of you there!!! 
 
Altar care for August is Cathie Snider. 
Altar care for September is Kristin 
Myher and Gretchen Wick. 

LWML  



A BIG THANK YOU to Thrivent for giv-
ing us the Action Grants to help sup-
port our VBS and our picnic and closing 
program.  It helped make both of these 
events successful and is a wonderful 
opportunity for us at Trinity  to share 
the love of Jesus and His saving grace 
with our community. It was a joyful fun 
filled week. 

We also enjoyed having Emmeline 
Weinert from the Ann Arbor Thrivent 
Group join us for our picnic and pro-
gram on the 15th. She specifically 
works with the Action Grants and can 
answer questions and help you with a 
grant. 
 
If any of you have ideas for service 
projects or fund raisers for a special 
cause to help the people in our com-
munity, or educational activities, 
please see Barb Yek or Pastor who can 
connect you with one of our Thrivent 
members  to work with you to get the 
grant.  Or, If you are already a Thrivent 
member, you can just apply for the 
grant. 

When a grant is applied for and ap-
proved, you receive all kinds of re-
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sources including t-shirts and  $250 
seed money to help you with your pro-
ject. 
 
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
Giving back has always been important 
to Thrivent and its members. 
Thrivent has provided $300 million to 
help churches, educational institutions 
and other nonprofit organizations 
through the Thrivent  Choice charitable 
grant programs since it began  in 
2010.  Trinity has received $10,476 
during that time.  Thank you to our 
Trinity members who direct their 
"Choice Dollars" here.  Please remem-
ber to check 3-4 times a year to direct 
those dollars.  If you have Thrivent 
products and are not sure if you have 
the choice dollars, just check with Dar-
ren VanHevel, our Thrivent Rep. For 
Trinity. 
He is in the Ann Arbor Office, and his 
number is 734-369-3178.  Also, if you 
have any questions about Thrivent, he 
will be happy to meet with you.  

God Calls Us to be His Workers 

In spite of our foolish and sinful ways, 
God calls us to be His workers.  Scrip-
ture tells us that Jesus did not pick 
people from society’s elite when He 
chose his workers.  Jesus’ disciples 
were peasants, fishermen, and even a 
tax collector.  Paul wrote, “Brothers, 
think of what you when you were 
called.  Not many of you were wise by 
human standards; not many were 
influential; not many were of noble 
birth.  But God chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise; 
God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong.  He chose 
the lowly things of this world and the 
despised things . . .” (1 Corinthians 
1:26-28).  The majority of God’s work 
was done and continues to be done 

Stewardship  

by the lowly and oppressed people. 

Certainly, God can use celebrities and 
very successful people in His work.  
However, we need to remember that, 
even though we may not have accom-
plished anything of worldly significance, 
broken any records, or won any awards, 
God can use and transform us into ef-
fective workers in His kingdom.  “I can 
do everything through Him Who gives 
me strength” (Philippians 4:13).  Society 
gives many accolades to those who suc-
ceed, but there is no greater honor or 
privilege than to be chosen as God’s 
vehicle to spread the Gospel. As John 
states in his Gospel, it is Jesus Who 
does the choosing.  “You did not choose 
Me, but I chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit” (John 15:16). 

So why does God elevate the foolish 
and the lowly to be His workers?  A rea-
son may be found in 1 Corinthians 1:29: 
“so that no one may boast before Him.”  
It is only by God’s grace that we are 
saved, called, and equipped to be in His 
service.  If we come into God’s work 
with impressive credentials, we risk 
taking the glory and credit for our-
selves.  God desires the weak and the 
lowly.  As Paul said, “Therefore, I will 
boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may 
rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, 
in hardships, in persecutions, in difficul-
ties.  For when I am weak, then I am 
strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10).  God 
uses ordinary people to do extra-
ordinary things.  Are you ready for 
duty? 

Thrivent  

"Two Short Sentences" 
July 30, 2016 

(The angel said) "He is not here, for 
He has risen, as He said. Come, see 
the place where He lay." Matthew 
28:6 

Years ago, while I was making a hos-
pital call, I saw a fellow dressed in 
street clothes burst out of one of 
the patient's rooms. Not only was 
the man not following proper, se-
date hospital protocol, he was also 
shouting.  

A doctor and a few nurses were 
right behind him, trying to catch up, 
trying to call him back, trying to 
have him turn down his volume. But 
the man couldn't be caught, and he 
wouldn't be silenced. 

He saw me and came running down 
the hallway, directly toward me. 

Truth be told, I found the sight of 
this man's wild-eyed charge a little 
bit frightening. It would have been a 
lot frightening if the man hadn't 
been grinning from ear-to-ear. He 

LHM Devotions 

tel:734-369-3178


church family is able to provide a fun, 
Christ filled week for the kids of our 
church, their friends, and anybody else 
in the community who wants to come. 

Our closing celebration on Friday was 
amazing as always.  We had lots of 
great food (Sponsored by Thrivent Fi-
nancial) and fellowship, beautiful 
weather, and some wonderful singing 
and excitement from the kids.   With 
Friday night’s offering, we collected 
just under $700 for Tin Roofs for Africa 
in only 1 week! 

There are only a few weeks left of 
Summer Sunday School.  I can’t believe 
it but it’s time to start lining up teach-
ers for Fall Sunday School.  If you’d like 
to teach again this year let me know.  If 
you think you might want to join our 

team of teachers, please 
talk to me.  We have a 
great curriculum called 
Cross Explorations.  All 
materials are provided.  
We set it up so you only 
have to teach every other 
week and we’re very 
flexible.  Also, we have 

subs so if you have to miss, no worries!  
With our new curriculum the teaching 
time is only 20 minutes!  In addition to 
some teachers and substitutes, I’m 
also looking for people who will help 
plan the Express portion of our Sunday 
School.  This is the part where we play 
a game, have a snack, do a skit, craft or 
service project that expresses what we 
learned in our bible story that day.  All 
the suggestions are provided.  The vol-
unteer would just need to pick the 
activity and gather the supplies so it’s 
ready for Sunday. 

Rally Day is scheduled for September 
11th 2016.  Plan to come and kick off 
our Sunday School year!  If you’d like 
to help plan our Rally Day this year, let 
me know. 

The cottage meeting will be Friday, 
August 26th at 7:00 and is hosted by 
the Sniders.  If you have any questions 
about the cottage meeting, please ask 
anyone on the Board of Education, or 

I want to give a huge thank you to all 
at Trinity who support in some way or 
another our VBS outreach.  From do-
nating snack items or loaning us buck-
ets to taking down and putting up the 
tents, we can’t have a successful VBS 
without each of you!  We had 31 kids 
who came regularly and 35 who were 
registered and came at least one day.  
That is a lot of kids hearing the good 
news of God’s Grace.  I want to espe-
cially thank the leaders who spent a lot 
of time and effort to make their area 
fun & special.  Those of you who are 
able to be there for the week of VBS 
know who the leaders are but for 
those who can’t be there, I want to list 
them all (in no particular order.) 

Pre-School Directors: Barb Yek & Deb 
Dugan 

Snacks: Melissa Ratliff 

Storytelling: Helen 
Riggs & Jenn Mijal 

Bible Challenge: Dan 
Krueger 

Games: Laura Groeller 

Music & Opening & Closing: Lois 
Brumm 

Crafts: Cheryl Polenz 

Publicity and Registration: Lynda 
Minger 

Including these gifted leaders, we had 
30 total people helping at VBS (11 
were teens and they were awesome at 
their jobs!)  Some of them couldn’t 
make it every day but came all the 
days they could, and others were there 
faithfully filling in where needed each 
day of the week.  Each year when it 
comes time to thank everyone I feel 
overwhelmed at all the support our 
VBS program receives.  As I told the 
parents at our Friday closing, pretty 
much everyone at Trinity is involved in 
making our VBS happen. 

All the kids I’ve talked to had a really 
fun week!  A few parents have told me 
that their kids are singing their VBS 
songs non-stop.  I’m so thankful our 

me. The Board of Ed held our quarterly 
meeting on July 19th at 7:00 PM. Our 
next meeting is October 19th at 7:00.  
All are welcome to join us!  We really 
appreciate any and all comments and 
suggestions. 

In Christ, 

Elizabeth Eppler 
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Christian Ed News  
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Cookies needed for Pure Mis-
sion Festival!! 
St Paul in Ann Arbor is asking 
for our help with cookies for 
the Pure Mission Festival com-
ing up on August 13. They are 
thinking they will need about 5 
doz. from each church. They 
can be baked or purchased. 
Please contact John Lewis at 
734-646-0122 if you have any 
questions. The festival starts at 
noon, but the cookies will 
probably have to be there an 
hour earlier. Plan on attending! 
You know the cookies will be 
great! 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS 

We’re on the Web! 
www.trinitypinckney.com 

5958 M-36 West 
Pinckney, MI 48169 
Phone: 734-878-5977 
www.trinitypinckney.org 

Look for us on Facebook 

that man, I have concluded he was 
the happiest man I have ever met, 
and I've often wondered why there 
aren't more who are behaving the 
same way. 
 
You see, there was a time when we, 
and everyone we know, were des-
tined for hell. On our own there was 
nothing we could do to change 
things. We had sinned and the pun-
ishment for our transgressions was 
eternal punishment. 
 
But then, on Resurrection Sunday, 
the angels at Jesus' borrowed tomb 
said two short sentences. They said, 
"He is not here, for He has risen, as 
He said. Come, see the place where 
He lay." 
 
With that announcement the tempo-
ral and eternal lives of those who 
would be brought to faith were 
changed -- wonderfully -- for the bet-
ter. This is news so good that we, like 
my hospital man, ought to be shout-
ing so all can hear, "We are going to 
live! The Father says, 'We are going 
to live!'" 

came up to me and, looking me di-
rectly in the eye, said six words. 
Those words were, "The baby is go-
ing to live!" Then, wishing to explain 
a bit further, he added, "The doctor 
said, 'The baby is going to live.'"  

And then the man disappeared down 
the hallway. 

I could track his progress by the 
faintness of the wonderful message 
he had shared with me and with all 
who could hear. As the doctor passed 
me, he smiled and said four words: 
"He got good news." Altogether I had 
heard 19 words. I didn't know the 
man's name or that of his baby. I 
never found out what the problem 
had been. I knew none of the partici-
pants, but I knew all I needed to 
know. 

 I knew darkness had been re-
placed by light. 

 Fear had been moved aside by 
hope. 

 At that moment, nothing could 
mar that man's joy. 

Over the years as I've thought about 

LHM DEVOTIONS  

THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, forgive me for 
all the times I have allowed the insig-
nificant minutia of life to rob me of the 
joy that comes to all who acknowledge 
Jesus as their Savior. Let my morose 
attitude be replaced by one that shows 
others the joy which comes to those 
who, because of Jesus, are going to 
live. This I ask in the Savior's Name. 
Amen.  
 

 

In Christ I remain His servant and yours,  
Pastor Ken Klaus  

 
Speaker emeritus of The Lutheran Hour®  
Lutheran Hour Ministries 

Today's Bible Readings: Psalms 113-
115    1 Thessalonians 3 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms%20113-115&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Thessalonians%203&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms%20113-115&version=31

