
   Capital Stewardship  

Campaign Update 

 As of June 20th we have received a total of 
$95,419 which includes both pledged amounts as 
well as unpledged contributions from congregants 
and friends. 
 
Stay tuned for more information on ground 
breaking dates to come. 
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Glad Tidings 

Other 

opportunities to be in 

God’s Word 

Tuesday Morning  

Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. 
This group  has been using the 

magazine “Good News”, which is  
published by Concordia Mission 
Society.  The editor is the former 
LHM speaker Wallace Schultz.  

There are several editions available 
in the pastor’s study/office for 

anyone who would like to review a 
topic or use one for a personal 

Bible study.   

Wednesday morning  

Wednesday Ladies Bible study:  
This group meets most weeks.  

The current study is Lysa 
TerKeursts' "The Best Yes -

Making Wise Decisions in the 
Midst of Endless Demands".   

If evenings are better, join us 

 at the Cottage Meetings the last 
Friday of the month at 7 p.m. 
hosted at a members home.   

July 24 Lynda Minger 
More Hosts needed for 2015 

Pastor Snider’s Sunday  

Adult Bible Study  is on part 2  
in studying the book of Isaiah 

using the Lifelight study guide.  
Join us as we take an in depth look 
at the life of this prophet and as we 
study, we also discover the many 
parallels of the times he lived in 
and how much they are like our 

current events. 

We hope to see all of you at one or 
more of these Bible Studies. 

$177,214  

Nov $ 21,729 

Dec  $ 4,113 

Jan $7,314 

Feb $2,195 

Apr $1,337 

Mar$3,185 

May$2,220 

 June $2,003 

July $3,121 

Aug $2,025 

Sept.1,481 

Oct.$2,693 

Nov.$6,238 

Dec $22,212.25 

Jan $1,715 

Feb $1,669 

Mar $5,910 

April $923 

June$915 
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Pastor ’s Page 
advocacy, educational confer-
ences, training, speakers, and re-
source materials (such as Bible 
studies, brochures, booklets, 
DVDs and videos, a quarterly 
journal, and Life Sunday materi-
als, etc.) from a Lutheran per-
spective. LFL makes these avail-
able for all Lutheran congrega-
tions, schools, LFL state federa-
tions, local chapters, Life Teams, 
and individuals and households. 
Of course, we can only wonder 

just what the 
status of life-
affirmation would 
be in our Lutheran 
community if LFL 
did not exist. For-
tunately, LFL does 
most certainly ex-
ist, and this has 
been made possi-

ble by the gift support provided 
by churches and other committed 
friends. 

Second, LFL has found itself fac-
ing a new funding challenge since 
early last year which was totally 
unexpected. Namely, Thrivent 
Financial announced in early 
2014 that it would no longer al-
low members to direct their 
choice dollars to LFL. This is per 
a new policy that they wanted to 
take a “neutral” position on pro-
life/“pro-choice” advocacy 
groups. In 2014, that meant that 
LFL would have to forgo at least 
$30,000 from Thrivent members 
(based on 2013 receipts) and 
possibly as much as $70,000 col-
lectively via other sources (e.g., 
Thrivent monies sent to local 
churches and chapters and then 
forwarded to LFL). 

Fortunately, many churches di-
rected rotating and special offer-
ings to LFL in 2014. For the most 
part, therefore, we were able to 
make up the difference. (And if 
your church is one who did this, 

Is our Church Part of the 4%—or 
the 96%? 

By John Hawkins 

Date: May 22, 2015 

Category: Sharing the Message of 
Lutherans For Life 

Ever since it was founded, Lu-
therans For Life (LFL) 
has received financial 
support from pro-life 
Lutheran congrega-
tions. In fact, LFL 
would not exist nation-
ally without the cash 
donations, gifts, offer-
ings, grants, etc. that 
our churches provide. 
May God be praised! Still, in any 
calendar year, only about four 
percent of Lutheran congrega-
tions send gifts to LFL. That 
means ninety-six percent do 
not—or about 19 out of 20 
churches nationally. 

Now, some churches rotate their 
mission giving each year, and 
therefore may support another 
ministry this year and LFL in the 
next. Likewise, many congrega-
tions support local LFL chapters 
and federations and not LFL na-
tionally (at least on an annual ba-
sis). Others still support a local 
crisis pregnancy center, etc. in 
lieu of making a gift to LFL. 

While all of these ways are fine 
when it comes to helping affirm 
life, LFL national really needs all 
the support it can get from Lu-
theran congregations. 

Why is this? For three main rea-
sons: 

First of all, LFL is the only na-
tional ministry which is solely 
dedicated to providing life issue 

many thanks and may God bless 
you!) While we hope many of 
these congregations will help LFL 
again in 2015, some will not be-
cause of other obligations. So, we 
are asking other churches to step 
forward this year and help us 
with a gift, offering, etc. 

Last but not least, we know the 
“other side” both receives and re-
lies on ample financial support 
from sympathetic churches and 
religious entities. A good exam-
ple of this occurred in early 2014 
when Methodist Healthcare Min-
istries of South Texas donated 
$443,750 to Planned Parenthood 
Trust of South Texas. Many 
members of the clergy also serve 
on Planned Parenthood boards 
across the country. While no spe-
cific figures are available, it is 
likely that funding received by 
them from religious groups is in 
the seven-figures range or higher. 
This leads us to a question. 

How can our congregation help 
LFL? 

One way would be to include LFL 
in the church budget. 

A second way would be to desig-
nate a regular “rotating” offering 
done at the church for LFL. Ad-
vent offerings for specific minis-
tries, LFL could be included on 
the list. Some churches collect of-
ferings for third parties. 

Last but not least, many congre-
gations have been collecting spe-
cial door or plate offerings on an 
otherwise undesignated Sunday 
for LFL (especially in lieu of the 
Thrivent decision). 

Our gratitude in Christ for your 
consideration, prayers, and sup-
port in this special way. 

 

“... LFL does most 

certainly exist, ...”  
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PRAYERS OF TRINITY 

Praise and thanksgiving: 

O God, our heavenly Father, who 
through Your Son has promised us 
Your Holy Spirit, send down upon us 
that same Spirit, that He may teach 
us to show forth Your Praise, not 
only here on earth in weakness, 
since we know Your power and 
glory only from afar, but also in 
power and glory on that day when 
united with the choir of angels, we 
shall see You face to face, through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord.  Amen. 

We pray for those among us who 
are in special need of your guidance 
and healing 

 Albert Engel--medical issues--
guide the doctors 

 Dennis Miller and family--
strength and healing from blad-

der cancer surgery. Chemo will be 
over the coming weeks 

 Caroline Cadeau  home with illness 

 Jamie Hollister, Tina Albrechtsen--
healing. 

 Faith Kukuk--continued strength 
and health 

 Prayers to guide the doctors in di-
agnosing Beth Miller 

 Betty Jean Sigro, Cathie Snider re-
lief from pain 

 Tom Corcoran, Jon’s father diag-
nosed with MSA 

 Kaye Wick, Dianne and Rudy Vik, 
Sue Opp, Bill Opp, --strength and 
health 

 Continued healing also Cynthia 
Snider,  Joanne and Bob Hickman. 

 Steve Hill--help the doctors fig-
ure out the sudden illness and 
problem walking. 

 Kenny Cadle, Terry Kaczmarek, 
Charlie and Carol Thompson, 
Sarah Burns, Tonya Roberts, in 
their battles with cancer. 

 For the soldiers here and over-
seas who are still protecting 
freedoms, our own and others 
in the world: Brandon Snider 
deployed to Saudi Arabia, Nick 
Cardoas to Africa, Matt Hall and 
Scott Mikkelson in Hawaii,  and 
Jill (Engel) Graves stationed in 
the States. 

 that LCMS members would ea-
gerly participate in Bible studies, 
small group discussions and pri-
vate study so that they may 
grow in their faith every day. 

                            

A very Happy Birthday from  

the members of Trinity  

Lutheran Church: 

Happy Birthday!! 

 

May he grant you your 

heart's desire and fulfill all 

your plans! 

Psalm 20:4 ESV  

Anniversary wishes 

 go out to:     

Becky & Tyler Martin  7/31 

Therefore a man shall leave his 

father and his mother and hold 

fast to his wife, and they shall 

become one flesh. 

Genesis 2:24 ESV 

Patrick Gray  7/8 

Brianna Polenz  7/8 

Matthew Schultz  7/8 

Emily Stadleman  7/12 

Grant Stadleman  7/12 

Robert Brumm  7/16 

Elizabeth Meyer  7/16 

Ellaina Beauchamp  7/22 

Mikayla Forgette  7/23 

Janet Salla  7/25 

Laura Groeller  7/27 

Andrea Buurma  7/29 

James Dugan  7/30 

Luke Eppler  7/30 

Bryan Bickel  7/31 



General Fund 

as of 6/21/15 
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FOURTH OF JULY PARADE 

 

Upcoming Events 

the congregation, we also received  
help in the form of extra pots and 
plants. Pastor Snider shook my 
hand that day with a slightly ma-
niacal look on his face, “Plants? 
You need plants? I have 
plants.” (Three carloads to be ex-
act. It was awesome) 

We did pretty good. We raised 
enough to  pay for our table with 
about $110 dollars for the Build-
ing fund.  We had a good time 
and got our name out in the com-
munity in which we work and live 

A big Thank You to Pastor Snider 
for taking the time to show us 
how to pot plants properly, he 
and Deb Dugan for plants, Shirley 
Opp, Barb Yek  and especially 
Mitch and Kenny Minger for their 

by Lynda Minger 

So it all started with a small idea 
while transplanting flowers.  
Mom and I were rescuing some of 
the groundcover from around the 
trees that were cut for the expan-
sion and somehow the idea 
popped up that maybe we could 
sell them for donations.  

While talking to Elizabeth Eppler 
and Barb Yek and Deb Dugan, 
some how the idea to put up a 
booth at Stockbridges’ Day in the 
Village,  ask for donations  and 
give a plant in return for that per-
son to remember they helped us 
“Grow Where We Are Planted” 
was born. So we dug up more 
ground cover and planted them in 
small pots. 

When we announced our plan to 

Stewardship and 

Evangelism 

 Last week YTD 

Offering  $1301 $29382 

Wed. Services 0 $2877 

Needed  $ 1,500 $34,500 

Over/(under) $-199 $-2,241 

Make a  

donation and  

take a plant or two 

as a  

reminder 

 

 YOU helped us "Grow 

Where We  

   Are Planted" 

Unfortunately in all the preparation and ensuing busyness, I 
forgot to take a picture.  So close your eyes and imagine two 
large tables full of groundcover and house plants alike from 
Pastor with a varied amount of outdoor plants from Deb 
Dugan, Shirley Opp and myself, some plants setting under-
neath and behind us. Table cloths on the table and various 
ministry materials and VBS flyers to hand out. A couple of the 
church’s congregation stand ready to tell you all about our ser-
vice times, and various programs like VBS. 

hard work setting up the booth 
and manning it for two days with 
the help of Shirley and Barb. 

THE REAL MEANING OF PLANT CATALOG TERMINOLOGY:  

 "A favorite of birds" means to avoid planting near cars, sidewalks, or 
clotheslines.  

 "Grows more beautiful each year" means "Looks like roadkill for the 
foreseeable future."  

 "Zone 5 with protection" is a variation on the phrase "Russian rou-
lette."  

 "May require support" means your daughter's engineering degree will 
finally pay off.  

 "Moisture-loving" plants are ideal for landscaping all your bogs and 
swamps.  

 "Carefree" refers more to the plant's attitude than to your workload. 

 "Vigorous" is code for "has a Napoleonic compulsion to take over the 
world."  

 "Grandma's Favorite" -- until she discovered free-flowering, disease-
resistant hybrids.  
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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Christian 

Education News stamp in your passport for the 
country we learned about.  Don’t 
miss out on all the fun!  I’m still in 
need of quite a few teachers for 
Sunday School.  If you can sign up 
for a week or two, I would appreci-
ate the help!  All materials are pro-
vided. 

Camp Discovery is next month!  
Only 40 days away! Would you like 
to be a part of this amazing out-
reach?  Please let me know if you’d 
like to help.  We have so many small 
jobs and they are all important.  
Mark your Calendars August 10th-
14th.  It takes over 30 adult and 
teen volunteers for VBS to run 
smoothly so please pray about mak-
ing a commitment to VBS this year.  
Our theme this year is a summer 
camp/wilderness theme.  We will 
need Christmas trees and camping 
supplies so if you have a tree we 
could borrow or other cool camp-
ing/camp supplies, let me know.  
Also forest stuffed animals like rac-

Summer is here!  It’s a great time to 
relax our schedules a little and rest our 
brains.  Even though the kids are out of 
school, they should not skip Sunday 
School, and neither should you.  We 
have to be vigilant about keeping our 
spiritual muscles flexed and in tip top 
shape and there is no better way than 
an early Sunday morning Bible study or 
Sunday School class to keep us sharp 
and strong.  We can sharpen our spiri-
tual blades and have fun with our 
friends at the same time.  Make sure 
you don’t miss out on the opportunities 
offered to you here at Trinity. 

Summer Sunday school is going great!  
Last week we had fun learning about 
the Dominican Republic and what LCMS 
Missionaries are doing there.  We will 
continue to learn about another coun-
try in Latin America each week this 
summer and what kinds of things our 
missionaries do to help the people of 
these countries.  Every week you get a 

coons, squirrels, bears etc. if you 
happen to have any.  Anyone have a 
zip line, slack line, or climbing net? 

We are excited to advertise Trinity 
and our Camp Discovery VBS at the 
Gregory 4th of July Parade.  We 
need kids and adults to help pass 
out candy/flyers along the parade 
route.  Please consider coming to 
help. 

The cottage meeting will be Friday, 
July 31st at 7:00 and is hosted by 
Mingers. We are still looking for 
2015 hosts so please consider sign-
ing up for a month or two.  If you 
have any questions about the cot-
tage meeting, please ask anyone on 
the Board of Education, or me.   The 
Board of Ed held our quarterly 
meeting on April 14th, our next 
meeting is July 14th at 7:00 PM.  All 
are welcome to join us!  We really 
appreciate any and all comments 
and suggestions. 

In Christ, 
Elizabeth Eppler 


