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Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. 

This group  has been using the 
magazine “Good News”, which is  
published by Concordia Mission 
Society.  The editor is the former 
LHM speaker Wallace Schultz.  
There are several editions available 
in the pastor’s study/office for any-
one who would like to review a 
topic or use one for a personal Bible 
study.   

 Ladies Bible study Fridays at 
10:00 a.m.: This group meets 
most weeks.  Friday Ladies Bible 
study is a group of ladies mostly 
with young family although any-
one is welcome and diverse ages 
lends to mentoring. They are just 
finishing up  “Living a chocolate 
life” bible study and will be choos-
ing a new study, so now is a great 
time to join. If you have young 
children, this is the study for you. 

If evenings are better, join us 
at the Cottage Meetings the last 
Friday of the month at 7 p.m. 
hosted at a members home.   
June 24 will be at the Brumms 

Pastor Snider’s Sunday  
Adult Bible Study “Joining Jesus 
on His Mission” will alter the way 
you see your life as a follower of 
Jesus and take you beyond living 
your life for Jesus to living life 
with Jesus. Simple, powerful and 
applicable insights show you how 
to be on mission and recognize 
where Jesus is already at work in 
your neighborhoods, workplaces 
and schools. We hope to see all of 
you at one or more of these Bible 
Studies. 

O t h e r  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  

b e  i n  G o d ’ s  W o r d  stewardship  

 

Money and the Great Commission 
 

Jesus’ parting command was: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20).  
Jesus was very direct and explicit with His mandate.  There is no question as to 
where or with whom we are to share the Gospel.  The love that God gives to us is to 
be shared by us with all people everywhere.  He has given us our 
marching orders, and, in His strength, we can give ourselves fully to 
His work. 

 

Because God has chosen to use us as His tools to bring salvation to all 
people, we must use our lives and gifts to spread the Good News.  
Paul wrote, “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making His appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20).  One of the 
tools that God gives us to use in our mission of reaching out to others 
with the Gospel is our money.  According to an old stewardship 
phrase, “Stewardship without mission is unnecessary and mission 
without stewardship is impossible.”  Stewardship and mission are 
inseparable.  The funding of the Great Commission needs to come 
from believers.  The money which God entrusts to us has many pur-
poses, and the funding of mission work is of first importance.  
Through the giving of our money, we demonstrate our obedience to 
Jesus’ command to reach out to all people.  Paul wrote that, through 
our giving, we “test the sincerity of [our] love by comparing it with the 
earnestness of others” (2 Corinthians 8:8). 

 

For nonbelievers and those who lack spiritual maturity, the giving of 
money is done begrudgingly out of a sense of obligation.  By the 
grace of God, our attitude toward giving is a “want to” rather than a 
“got to” give.  We view giving as a privilege and an opportunity to 
spread the Gospel through our money.  Our giving expresses our gratitude for who 
God is and all that He has done for through His Son.  Through faith, we hold onto 
our money loosely and then are privileged to experience the joy of giving as we give 
God our first and best.  As Christians we understand that God has a claim on all that 
we have, so we willingly and cheerfully give our money to help all people hear of 
God’s love.  Money is an important tool for God’s mission.  Through our faithful 
giving, we are able to leverage our witnessing to all people. 

$177,214  

 CSC  

April 

 was $1,919 

Total given was 

$128,883.11  



The Secret to making the 
 Best decisions! 

Rev. Dr. Todd Biermann is Senior 
Pastor of Faith, Grand Blanc 

Making big decisions can be nerve-
wracking, frustrating, overwhelm-
ing, and frightening. Buying a car. 
Which job to take. Whom to marry. 
Where to live. Which health treat-
ment to utilize. Continuing or dis-
continuing life support. These are 
just some of the decisions that can 
paralyze us with fear. I’ve made my 
fair share of such decisions, but 
they can still tie me up in knots. 

This past couple of weeks I’ve 
found myself running in circles in 
my head as I’ve been trying to de-
cide how to continue with the pub-
lication of the book I just wrote. 
Writing the book didn’t take too 
long … just a few weeks once I 
made the time. 
I’ve been thinking 
about this book 
for years, as it 
summarizes the 
key thoughts on 
marriage and rela-
tionships that I’ve 
shared in blogs, papers, seminars, 
and sermons. Now, however, I’m 
overwhelmed with all the factors to 
consider about the best route to 

Jesus loves me. He wants what’s 
best for me. My first steps in this 
and every decision are to: 

Call upon Him in prayer and seek 
what He has taught in His Word. 

Then, study the matter as best as I 
can. 

Talk to people I trust. 

Finally, make the best decision I 
can. 

Move on. 

Sometimes things won’t turn out as 
I had hoped. Sometimes I will sec-
ond guess my decision. But I know 
it’s all in the loving hands of Jesus. 
He freely forgives any mistakes I 
make. He will bring good even from 
what seems bad. He will guide me 
with His peace. “Thumbs up” to 
Jesus. With that priority clear, we 
can be sure He will bless every de-
cision we make along the path of 
life in His way. 

Rev. Biermann’s book, Handing Out 
Life, on marriage and all relation-
ships as Jesus taught is now avail-
able. For more information about 
the author and his work, visit 
www.LifeinGodsWay.com. 
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take for publication. There are fac-
tors of control, costs, marketing, 
distribution, trust, and more. 

Finally, I was reminded of my own 
teaching to keep my “thumb up” to 
Jesus. That is, I put Jesus first above 
everything else. If my thumb repre-
sents Jesus, then keeping my 
thumb up reminds me that I’m the 
palm and my fingers are all the 
people in my life. I receive every-
thing I need from Jesus and then 
His love, peace, and joy flow 
through me to the people around 
me. As I keep my thumb up to Je-
sus with my focus on Him first, His 
wisdom also flows into me as I seek 
to make decisions in my relation-
ships with all the people around 
me. 

So, when it comes to the big deci-
sions in life, gathering facts and 
figures is important. In the end, 

though, I need to 
trust the Lord 
Who said these 
words in Prov-
erbs 3:5-6: “Trust 
in the Lord with 
all your heart, 
and do not lean 

on your own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make straight your 
paths” (ESV). 

G L A D  T I D I N G S  

“I put Jesus first above 

everything else. ” 

Pastor’s Page 

Trinity Ground Breaking 2016 

http://www.amazon.com/Handing-Out-Life-Rewarding-Relationships/dp/1612444512/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1462889943&sr=8-1&keywords=handing+out+life
http://www.amazon.com/Handing-Out-Life-Rewarding-Relationships/dp/1612444512/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1462889943&sr=8-1&keywords=handing+out+life
http://www.lifeingodsway.com/




 Caroline Cadeau, home recuperating. 

 Tracey Vaughn stage 4 liver cancer 
and kidney failure. 

 Jamie Hollister, Tina Albrechtsen--
healing. 

 Faith Kukuk--continued strength and 
health. 

 Betty Jean Sigro, Cathie Snider relief 
from pain. 

 Tom Corcoran, Jon’s father, diagnosed 
with MSA. 

 Dianne and Rudy Vik, Bill Opp, Dennis 
Miller  -- strength and health 

 Continued healing  also Cynthia 
Snider, Joanne and Bob Hickman. 

 Shelly Arnold-John--hospitalized with 
fluid in the lungs and kidney faliure. 

 Steve Hill--help the doctors figure out 
the sudden illness and problem walk-
ing. 

 Carol Breitmoser, Tracy Brohmen, 
Kenny Cadle, Terry Kaczmarek, Charlie 

T R I N I T Y  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  P R A Y E R  
L I S T  

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find;  

knock and the door will be opened to you.  
For everyone who asks receives; he who 

seeks finds; 
and to him who knocks the door will be 

opened.” 
Matthew 7: 7-8 

Praise and thanksgiving: 

O God, Holy and eternal, who did permit us 
to enter into the fellowship of that holy 
suffering by which Your dear Son, our Sav-
ior, conquered sin and death; grant that we 
may celebrate the remembrance of His 
passion with true devotion, accept the 
cross as his disciples, and thus fulfill Your 
holy will; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. We pray for those among us who 
are in special need of your guidance and 
healing 

 Family of Kaye Wick who joined our 
Lord on Monday 

 Carol Clacher’s sister, Lois Donovan, 
with kidney failure.  

and Carol Thompson, Sarah Burns, 
Tonya Roberts in their battles with 
cancer. 

 for the pastoral candidates who re-
ceived their first calls at the end of 
April. Please ask God to be with them 
during the transition from seminary to 
parish life.  

 For the soldiers here and overseas 
who are still protecting freedoms our 
own and others in the world:  Melissa 
VanGorden, deployed to Iraq. Matt 
Hall and  Brandon Snider, Jill (Engel) 
Graves, Casey Sampson, Brenden 
Finazzo, Scott Mikkelson stationed in 
the States and Corbin Sherman and 
Trevor Finazzo stationed in training. 

 for projects that translate Christian 
materials into the heart language of 
different people groups. Pray espe-
cially for the ongoing work of translat-
ing Luther’s Works into Chinese that is 
taking place in Hong Kong.  
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A short story 

He said: “In year three there was still 
nothing from the bamboo seed. But I 
would not quit. In year four, again, there 
was nothing from the bamboo seed. I 
would not quit.” 

“Then in the fifth year a tiny sprout 
emerged from the earth. Compared to 
the fern it was seemingly small and insig-
nificant…But just 6 months later the 
bamboo rose to over 100 feet tall. 

It had spent the five years growing roots. 
Those roots made it strong and gave it 
what it needed to survive. I would not 
give any of my creations a challenge it 
could not handle.” 

After that, He asked me: “Did you know, 
my child, that all this time you have been 
struggling, you have actually been grow-
ing roots. I would not quit on the bam-
boo. I will never quit on you.” 

“Don’t compare yourself to others.” He 
added. ”The bamboo had a different 
Purpose than the fern. Yet they both 
make the forest beautiful.” God said to 

It was one seemingly ordinary day when I 
decided  to QUIT… All of a sudden I made 
a decision to quit my job, my relationship 
and finally my spirituality. I just wanted 
to quit my life. 

But before that, I went to the woods to 
have one last talk with God. 

I started: “God, can you give me one 
good reason not to quit?” 

His answer really surprised me: “Look 
around”, He said. “Do you see the fern 
and the bamboo?” 

I replied: “Yes.”  He said, “When I 
planted the fern and the bamboo seeds, I 
took very good care of them. I gave them 
light. I gave them water. The fern quickly 
grew from the earth. Its brilliant green 
covered the floor. Yet nothing came from 
the bamboo seed. But I did not quit on 
the bamboo. In the second year the Fern 
grew more vibrant and plentiful. 

But still, nothing came from the bamboo 
seed. But I did not quit on the bamboo. 

me: “Your time will come” 

“You will rise high”. 

I asked: “How high should I rise?” 

“How high will the bamboo rise?” He 
also asked. 

I was confused: “As high as it can?” 

”Yes.” He said, “Give Me glory by rising 
as high as you can.” 

After this conversation I left the forest 
and I wrote this amazing story. I really 
hope that these words can help you to 
see that God will never give up on you. 

You should Never, Never, Never, Give up. 

Don’t tell the Lord how big the problem 
is, tell the problem how Great the Lord 
is! 

Source: www.hootex.com/no-matter-
whats-happening-life-right-now-must-
read/ 
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Ladies, come join us for this awesome 
weekend!  We have a condo on 
Disciple Ridge at Boyne that sleeps 12 
reserved for us.   Right now we have 9 
ladies planning on going.  So, we have 
room for at least 3 more. 

  Lutheran Women's Missionary 
League Michigan District  
36th Biennial Convention 

July 29-31, 2016 at  
Boyne Mountain 

Our theme is "Chosen to Bear Lasting 
Fruit" based on John 15:16. 
For more information, see Cathie, Kris-
tin, or Barb. 
You won't want to miss it-- we have so 
much fun and it is so inspiring and up-
lifting! 

 New Activities 

In 2016 campers can look forward to sev-
eral activity additions depending on their 
age, swimming ability, etc. Deep water 
swimmers will have a new wa-
ter tramp option. Depending on camper 
size, the new kayaks might be a great activ-
ity. Older campers will have a new 
ZipLine Option. Grades 5 and up all have 
an inner tubing option in Water 
Camps. Boy's Mountain Bike Camp have 
the new "Swamp Trail" in addition 
to improvements on the Conservation Trail 
loop. See which camp fits your age. All of 
this in addition to Bible Adventures, eve-
ning campfires, canoeing, and other camp 
activities. 
 

 

Registration 
OPEN  
Summer staff will be training from June 1-

12 at Camp Concordia. This training will 

include Bible Adventure leadership, Team 

Initiative Program (TIP) facilitation, 1st 

Aid/CPR/AED, Lifeguarding, age appropri-

ateness studies, developmental character-

istics, state law, canoeing basics, kayaking 

basics, archery and riflery safety, fire build-

ing and cookout safety, song leadership 

and more. All of this so that when you reg-

ister your child for camp you know what 

you are sending them to. This is all part of 

my emphasis on safety that I actually pub-

lished in a book in 2008, called Experienc-

ing Safely. 

 
Dr. Craig S. Oldenburg 

Camp Director 

2 0 1 6  Golf Outing 

Be part of the fun! On June 11, at 8:00 am, 

you could be teeing off with dozens of 

other golfers and support camper scholar-

ships for kids. You could also win prizes and 

drawings, eat a big lunch, and maybe be a 

Hole-In-One winner. In 2015, just last year, 

Steve Ryan won two round trip tickets, golf 

clubs and more on his hole-in-one adven-

ture. This year you could win $10,000 or 

even become eligible for $1,000,000 (yes - 

that is $1 Million). Get your registration 

form here: 
http://www.campconcordia.org/inform

ation#GroupDiscount 

Camp Concordia 2016 

2016 Cabin Upgrades include 
fresh paint and AC units if the 

nights get too hot  

June is here and that means 2 things.  
Summer Sunday school is starting and 
its VBS crunch time!  For Summer Sun-
day School we are doing a program 
called Mission Friends.  Here is some 
information about it.  “Mission Friends” 
is an online program of the LCMS that 
promotes our international mission 
work among the Synod’s children. The 
coloring sheets, country information 
pages, recipes and fun facts about mis-
sions can be easily adapted for younger 
or older children. This FREE program is 
made up of online reproducible sheets 
with information about each of our five 
world regions. As an extra bonus, chil-

Christian Ed News 

dren also will have the chance to become 
pen pals with one of the 100-plus mis-
sionary children of the LCMS who are 
currently serving overseas.  It’s really 
nice when we can give our regular teach-
ers a break since they work tirelessly 
teaching our kids all year long.  During 
the summer, it works well for anyone to 
sign up for one or two weeks of teaching.  
The more people who sign up, the less 
each of us has to do.  Please look for the 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 

Which reminds me…I want to thank each 
of the Sunday School teachers this year!  
It is so great working with you and you 

are so appreciated.  Mike and Kristin 
Myher (jr. and high school) Cheryl 
Polenz and Lynda Minger (4-6th grade) 
Marilyn Brumm and Sharon Meyer 
(pre-school-2nd grade) our substitutes 
Barb Yek and Deb Dugan, and our 
“Express” Team, Laura Groeller, 
Melissa Ratliff and Barb Yek.  I hope 
you all want to come back for our 
2016-2017 Sunday School year! 

The VBS team has been working hard 
on our 2016 VBS!  Would you like to 
be a part of this amazing outreach?  
Please let me know if you’d like to 
help.  We have so many large and 
small jobs and they are all important.  

http://campconcordia.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c3b302ca924ebe0aa0a5fb0b9&id=be74a9cd29&e=20d86b3e24
http://campconcordia.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c3b302ca924ebe0aa0a5fb0b9&id=be74a9cd29&e=20d86b3e24
http://campconcordia.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=c3b302ca924ebe0aa0a5fb0b9&id=abcfe63fea&e=20d86b3e24
http://campconcordia.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=c3b302ca924ebe0aa0a5fb0b9&id=7ebd61b30e&e=20d86b3e24
http://campconcordia.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=c3b302ca924ebe0aa0a5fb0b9&id=c0c702996c&e=20d86b3e24
http://campconcordia.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=c3b302ca924ebe0aa0a5fb0b9&id=c0c702996c&e=20d86b3e24
http://campconcordia.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=c3b302ca924ebe0aa0a5fb0b9&id=c34ff456e4&e=20d86b3e24
http://campconcordia.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=c3b302ca924ebe0aa0a5fb0b9&id=c34ff456e4&e=20d86b3e24


TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS 

We’re on the Web! 
www.trinitypinckney.com 

5958 M-36 West 
Pinckney, MI 48169 
Phone: 734-878-5977 
www.trinitypinckney.org 

Look for us on Facebook 

still looking for 2016 hosts so please con-
sider signing up for a month or two.  If 
you have any questions about the cot-
tage meeting, please ask anyone on the 
Board of Education, or me.   The Board of 
Ed held our quarterly meeting on April 
13th, our next meeting is July 19th at 7:00 
PM.  All are welcome to join us!  We 
really appreciate any and all comments 
and suggestions. 

In Christ, 

Elizabeth Eppler 

Tell all your friends!! 

The theme this year is Barnyard 
Roundup.  Jesus gathers us together.  
Mark your Calendars July 11th-15th.  I still 
need a craft leader, decorations, an 
opening/closing leader and a closing 
celebration leader.   
It takes over 30 adult and teen volun-
teers for VBS to run smoothly so please 
pray about making a commitment to VBS 
this year.  Our next meeting is scheduled 
for June 14th at 6:30.  Please join us!  
But…if you can’t make the meeting, no 
worries, I won’t hold it against you and 
can fill you in on what we covered.  Also, 
our theme this year is a Barn/Farm 
theme.  We will need farm and barn 
decorations so if you have something 
that might work, let me know.  Also 
barnyard stuffed animals like cats, pigs, 
cows, horses, chickens, sheep, etc. if you 
happen to have any.  I think it would be 
fun to have a hayride on the closing cere-
mony, anyone want to volunteer for 
that? 

The cottage meeting will be Friday, June 
24th at 7:00 hosted by Brumms. We are 
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Trinity Family Picnic  

June 5th 
Set aside time to enjoy our family 
picnic.  Hot dogs provided, bring a 
dish to pass.  Games for the kids 

and an all around great time. This is 
a  great time to invite a friend  


