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One of the best known and beloved
psalms is Psalm 23, the Shepherd
Psalm. There we learn that the Lord is
our shepherd. And since He is our
shepherd, we will not want. We will
not suffer want because the Lord, our
shepherd, will lead us to green pastures and beside still waters. In other
words, the Lord, our shepherd, will
provide for all that we need in both
body and soul.
Yet, we live as though this is not the
case. We live as though we actually
suffer from want, that the Lord, our
shepherd, will not provide for all that
we need. And thus, we live as though
the Lord is not our shepherd. And that
means that we live as though we are
not the Lord's sheep.
How do we do this? We do it when we
put anything else before Him and His
provision for us. When we think that
going to work is more important than
receiving the gifts that He won for us
on the cross, a violation of the First
and Third Commandments. We do it
when we fail to give generously of the
first fruits of what the Lord has provided for us because we think we don't
know what the future will bring, even
though He has promised that He will
lead us to green pastures and still wa-

ters. We do it when we think that the
Lord is only in the business of helping
those who will help themselves, we do
this because we have a mind set on
earthly, temporal things and not on
heavenly, eternal things. We do this
because we have stopped hearing the
call of our shepherd, which comes
through His Word.
The Word of God is how our shepherd
calls us to himself. Through that Word,
the Holy Spirit gathers and enlightens
us with His gifts. Through that Word,
we are kept holy and nourished in the
one true faith, the faith that follows
our Shepherd wherever He leads us.
He promises to lead you to your true
home, to the land flowing with milk
and honey, to a better country, not of
this world, but a heavenly one.
And so, here's the good news: The
Lord is your shepherd still, even, and
especially, for wayward sheep. For
Jesus seeks and saves those who are
lost. He finds the lost sheep and carries
them back to the fold. He is the shepherd that lays down his life for His
sheep. The Lord is your shepherd. Let
us live then as His sheep.

Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
This group has been using the magazine “Good News”, which is published
by Concordia Mission Society. The
editor is the former LHM speaker
Wallace Schultz. There are several
editions available in the pastor’s
study/office for anyone who would
like to review a topic or use one for
personal Bible study.
Ladies Bible study WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. This is a group of ladies
mostly around young family age although all ages do attend. They have
just recently started Power of a Praying Parent so now is a great time to
join! If you know of someone who
would benefit from this group, let
them know.
If evenings are better, join us
at the Cottage Meetings the last Friday of the month at 7 p.m. hosted at
a member’s home. June’s Hosts will
be the Myhers.
Pastor Snider’s Sunday Adult Bible
Study is discussing in depth Joining
Jesus on His Mission. Lively discussion
and study of God’s word using simple,
powerful and applicable insights show
you how to be on mission and recognize where Jesus is already at work in
your neighborhoods, workplaces and
schools. You will feel both relief and
hope. You may even hear yourself
say, “I can do this!” as you start responding to the everyday opportunities Jesus is placing in your path.
We hope to see all of you at one or
more of these Bible Studies.
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Getting People to Jesus
One day as he was teaching, Pharisees
and teachers of the law, who had come
from every village of Galilee and from
Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting
there. And the power of the Lord was
present for him to heal the sick.
Luke 5:17
One day when Jesus was preaching in a
certain house, four men took their
paralyzed friend so He could heal him.
When they couldn’t get through the
crowd they climbed up onto the roof,
created an opening, lowered the man
down to Jesus, and He healed him. The
Bible says, ‘The power of the Lord was
present to heal them’. The Pharisees
were sitting nearby, and the power of
God was present to heal them too, yet
they received nothing. It’s amazing,
but true; you can be in the presence of
Jesus and leave unchanged. Because
your attitude and approach determine
your results! Pride and preconceived
notions - thinking you have God all
figured out can stop you from receiving what you need. Scripture says, ‘For
indeed the gospel was preached to us
as well as to them; but the word which
they heard did not profit them, not
being mixed with faith in those who
heard it’ (Hebrews 4:2). These religious
leaders had no ‘faith’. They were interested in engaging Jesus in theological
arguments, not in seeing the power of
God demonstrated and this sick man
healed. So you can have a head full of
theology and a heart filled with doubt,
and receive nothing from the Lord!
Luke Chapter five records: ‘When
[Jesus] saw their faith, He said to
him ... “arise, take up your bed, and go
to your house.” he rose up immediately and departed to his own house,
glorifying God. And they were all
amazed, and they glorified God saying,
“We have seen strange things today!”’
Some men came, bringing to him a
paralytic, carried by four of them.

Mark 2:3
Some people have to be ‘carried’ to
Jesus because they can’t get to Him by
themselves. Like the man in the story,
they are paralyzed. ‘Paralyzed by
what?’ you ask. Paralyzed by an out-ofcontrol behavior. Paralyzed by a belief
system that tells you you’re too sinful
for God to ever love and redeem you.
Paralyzed by the memory of something
that happened in your childhood and
now you’re afraid to talk about it.
Paralyzed by an addiction to things like
illegal substances, prescription drugs,
gambling, pornography, alcohol, work,
or money. Whatever your addiction one thing is for sure, it’s paralyzing.
You can be paralyzed by fear, anxiety,
depression, anger or grudge a lack of
sense of self-worth, or fear of unknown.
On the other hand, you can be a selfmade person paralyzed by success,
materialism, greed, these are all selfabsorption and not acknowledging any
need in your life for God.
Jesus began His ministry with these
words: ‘The Spirit of the LORD is upon
Me, because He has anointed Me to
preach the gospel to the poor; He has
sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty those who are oppressed; to
proclaim the acceptable year of the
LORD’ (Luke 4:18-19). The New Living
Translation Bible paraphrases the latter part of verse nineteen by saying,
‘the time of the LORD’s favor has
come’. Here’s the good news! Life may
not always have been good to you, but
God’s grace and smile of favor can
change all of that - starting today.
When you pick up the weight of another person, it can be a heavy burden
to bear. Notice:
1) It took four people to take this man
to Jesus. Sometimes you have to call in
reinforcements. When you’ve prayed

for someone and nothing seems to be
happening, here’s a great Scripture: ‘If
two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven. For where
two or three come together in my
name, there am I with them’ (Matthew
18:19-20).
2) It was their faith, not the sick man’s
faith that Jesus responded to. ‘When
Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend,
your sins are forgiven”’ (Luke 5:20).
The poor guy had been in this condition for so long that his faith was
probably as dead as his limbs. But
that’s no problem for God; He’ll respond to your faith by touching your
loved one.
3) They refused to give up on him. You
need tenacious faith that refuses to
quit. Just because you talked to someone about the Lord before and they
didn’t respond, doesn’t mean they
won’t respond now. Maybe they weren’t ready back then, and now their
circumstances have changed. Maybe
you went about it the wrong way, and
now you have a better approach. The
point is, when you do your part, God
will do His. ‘So let’s not allow ourselves
to get fatigued doing good. At the right
time we will harvest a good crop if we
don’t give up, or quit’ (Galatians 6:9).
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P r ay e r s o f T r i n i t y
Praise and thanksgiving:

 Cathie Snider- relief from pain

Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving,
honor, power and might be to You,
our God, now and forever! Hear us
who pray in peace in the name of
our Lord, Jesus Christ.

 Gabby--heart condition

O God, Holy and eternal, who did permit us to enter into the fellowship of
that holy suffering by which Your
dear Son, our Savior, conquered sin
and death; grant that we may celebrate the remembrance of His passion with true devotion, accept the
cross as his disciples, and thus fulfill
Your holy will; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord. We pray for
those among us who are in special
need of your guidance and healing:
 Lorena Luckhardt - diagnosed with
cancer
 Health and wellness for the Krissie
Hollister family
 Kara Garcia diagnosed with cancer
 Shut ins--Betty Jean Sigro, Caroline
Cadeau, Pam and Barb Wenzel, Al
Jacoby.

 Tom Corcoran, Jon’s father, diagnosed with MSA

 .for the safety and well being of barb
Yek and her team at Most ministries

 Carolyn and Joe Benkovsky, Jude
Pittenger and Dave Finazzo, Robin
Fletcher, Faith Kukuk, Dianne and
Rudy Vik, Bill Opp, Dennis Miller -strength and health

 for the health and safety of LCMS
missionaries who live and work in
foreign lands to help strengthen the
theological education taking place
there. Give thanks to God that these
faithful families have heeded His call
to serve their brothers and sisters in
Christ in this way.

 Continued healing Tina Albrechtsen,
Cynthia Snider, Joanne and Bob
Hickman, Don Keiser.
 Mary Martinowicz, Robin Fletcher,
Kyle Knipp, Don Fogel, Ava Allen,
Tracy Brohmen, Kenny Cadle, Terry
Kaczmarek, Charlie and Carol
Thompson, Sarah Burns, Tonya
Roberts, Libby in their battles with
cancer
 for the soldiers here and overseas
who are still protecting freedoms,
our own and others in the world:
Matt Hall and Brandon Snider, Jill
(Engel) Graves, Casey Sampson,
Brenden Finazzo, stationed in the
States. Scott Mikkelson stationed in
the Arabian Sea and Corbin

Posse News
Annual Church Picnic
Annual church picnic is Sunday June
4th right after our church service.
Please bring a dish to pass.
The ladies posse is providing the hot
dogs, buns, drinks, and ice cream with
fixings for ice cream sundaes.
See you all there -- you won't want to
miss this fun filled day!

Sherman. Scott Drexler, Barb Yek’s
nephew, in the Army reserves, deploying in June.

Ladies Posse News
YOU ARE INVITED
LuLaRue Party
Sunday, June 11th. 1 to 4 pm
Sponsored by the Ladies' Posse
Bring a Friend, invite them to church
too! Enjoy some food at the coffee
hour and then shop for some
fun outfits!
Proceeds will go to our
building fund pledge.

Ladies Posse next meeting is Thursday,
June 1st at 7pm Hosted by Lois and
Marilyn.
All ladies are invited and encouraged
to come.
June Altar care is Lois and Marilyn.
No Posse Meetings in July and August.
July Altar Care is Kristin and Gretchen
August Altar Care is Carol and Alice.
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13 Reasons Why

by Lynda Minger

There are a quite a few people who
have not heard of this Netflix series.
There are also as many or more who
have, and the one target group who
have are probably the most vulnerable.
Most of us as Christians tend to make
note of what our children watch or
watch it with them, but in this day
and age of tablets and smart phones,
that sense of knowing what’s going
on can be a little sketchy.
All I knew of this show is that it was
about a girl who committed suicide
and left taped commentary as to why.
Knowing the trend that TV has taken
with the moral issues today and the
increasingly aggressive glamorization
of trans sexual and homosexual conduct, I did not watch it. I’m happy to
say that my son has chosen not to
watch it either. He, along with more
people than there ever should be,
have known someone in their life
who has either committed suicide or
has been touched by it. With my son
it was an 8th grade female classmate.
Over the last week, I have seen
friends posting about watching this
series and/or watching it with their
tween or just teen children. From
what I understand from reading
through hundreds of reviews, this is

the only way that it should be
watched by young people under the
age of 18, and even then, binge
watching is definitely discouraged.
While looking for something for the
newsletter this month, I came across
a blog on the LCMS website that I
would like to share. The following
excerpt caught my attention. I won’t
print the whole thing, but this is what
riveted me,
“Woodford laments that the story is
“devoid of faith” and ends with “no
closure, no sense of justice and no
resolution. Even worse, there is no
hopefulness or optimism, no guidance
and no direction forward.
“We’re simply left with the brutal
reality of a dead girl, grieving parents,
countless messed-up classmates, one
possibly dying at his own hand, and
the massive darkness of guilt and
shame.”

sponse to 13 Reasons Why,” (see link
below). I myself am grateful for this
guide, as I am out of my element trying to discuss this type of thing with
my children. I can see this being a
great tool to have if you have, or
know, children in middle school or
high school.
The blog is found on the lcms.org site
at the following address with links to
printable PDFs:
https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/studyguide-tackles-despair-of-13-reasonswhy
I’m hoping that you find this useful in
helping to heal what has happened or
to prevent it from happening someone you know.

And the sentence with the most impact for me,
Sadly, viewers “are left to deal with
all those disturbing emotions on
[their] own.”
Woodford is Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford, author of a free study guide
from LCMS “Faith, Hope
and Love: A Threefold Re-

Cottage meetings need
hosts. Please consider hosting one of these relaxing
Friday night bible studies

B i rt h days a n d A n n i v e r s a r i e s
Ed Gulowski
Catherine Dugan
Rachael Polenz
Harold Hollister
Gregory Eppler
Barbara Wenzel
Lorena Luckhardt
Amanda Churches

6/1
6/3
6/4
6/7
6/9
6/10
6/13
6/17

Lee Clacher
Michael Engel
James Harmon
Deb Dugan
Stacy Mazuca
Alexis Eldred
Sam Ratliff

6/17
6/17
6/18
6/22
6/28
6/30
6/30


Michael and (Gail) Fansler

6/2

Jon and Allison Corcoran

6/3

Mark and Sharon Meyer 6/16

A Few pics of how things are
coming along. The next step
when the bathrooms are done
will be to move the desks to
the conference room and tear
out the old bathrooms for the
new offices
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Christian Education
June is here and that means 2 things.
Summer Sunday school is starting
and its VBS crunch time! For Summer Sunday School we are going to
have so much fun this year. We
ended our regular Sunday school
year with a delicious waffle bar. In
June we will be covering a lesson
about Deborah. Then we will move
into 5 lessons where we will make
cards for people who have cancer
that don’t know about Jesus. Here is
a link if you’d like more information
about that program. https://
www.wheatridge.org/KidsCare Next
we will have a few more Mission
Friends Lessons that we have worked
on the last few years. “Mission
Friends” is an online program of the
LCMS that promotes our international mission work among the
Synod’s children. For the last 5 weeks
of summer, we will do some lessons
about Martin Luther to get us ready
for our big 500th year Reformation
Celebration. Make sure your kids are
joining us for as many of these fun
Sundays as they can. It’s really nice
when we can give our regular teachers a break since they work tirelessly
teaching our kids all year long. During the summer, it works well for
anyone to sign up for one or two
weeks of teaching. The more people
who sign up, the less each of us has
to do. Please look for the sign-up
sheet on the bulletin board.
Which reminds me…I want to thank

each of the Sunday School teachers this year! It is so great working
with you and you are so appreciated. Mike and Kristin Myher (jr.
and high school) Cheryl Polenz and
Lynda Minger (3-5th grade) Marilyn
Brumm and Sharon Meyer (preschool-2nd grade) our substitutes
Barb Yek and Deb Dugan, and our
“Express” Team, Laura Groeller,
Melissa Ratliff and Barb Yek. I
hope you all want to come back
for our 2017-2018 Sunday School
year!
The VBS team has been working
hard on our 2017 VBS! Would you
like to be a part of this amazing
outreach? Please let me know if
you’d like to help. We have so
many large and small jobs and
they are all important. The theme
this year is Mighty Fortress. In
Jesus, The Victory is Won! Mark
your Calendars July 10th-14th. I
still need a craft leader, an opening/closing leader, Registration/
Secretary and a closing celebration
planner. It takes over 30 adult and
teen volunteers for VBS to run
smoothly so please pray about
making a commitment to VBS this
year. Our next meeting is scheduled for June 14th at 6:30. Please
join us! But…if you can’t make the
meeting, no worries, I won’t hold
it against you and can fill you in on
what we covered. Also, our theme
this year is a Castle/King theme.

We will need castle decorations so
if you have something that might
work, let me know. We are looking for a crocodile for our “moat.”
We would like king, princess and
knight clothes or props for a photo
booth area if you have anything.
Now is the time to register! You
can register online at
vbsmate.com/trinitypinckney.
Make sure you invite all your
friends and neighbors too.
The cottage meeting will be Friday,
June 30th at 7:00 hosted by the
Myhers. We are still looking for
2017 hosts so please consider signing up for a month or two. If you
have any questions about the cottage meeting, please ask anyone
on the Board of Education, or me.
The Board of Ed held our quarterly
meeting on April 26th, our next
meeting is July 18th at 7:00 PM. All
are welcome to join us! We really
appreciate any and all comments
and suggestions.
In Christ,
Elizabeth Eppler

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS
5958 M-36 West
Pinckney, MI 48169
Phone: 734-878-5977
www.trinitypinckney.org

We’re on the Web!
www.trinitypinckney.org

Look for us on Facebook

Missionaries

by Barb Yek

Update on Barb's Nicaragua Trip
It is June, my friends, and I leave on
Saturday the 24th. Hard to believe it is
already here. I printed out my plane
ticket a few days ago and am getting
more excited every day.
I an thankful to God for this wonderful
opportunity to serve Him and show and
tell others about His love in sending His
son Jesus to be our savior. I am also
thankful for MOST Ministry in planning
these mission trips and to the great
team from Alpena that I am going with.
Just as a recap, we fly out on Saturday,
worship on Sunday with our host

church, have the dental and eyeglass
clinics Monday through Thursday, have
a day of sight seeing on Friday and then
Fly home on Saturday July 1st.
Thank you my Trinity Family for all your
prayers, love, and support, and interest
in my trip. thank you to everyone who
came out to “ A Taste of Nicaragua” on
May 24th. I hope you all enjoyed the
evening and learning more about Most
ministries.
Please continue to keep me and our
team in your prayers especially the seek
of our trip.

LuLaRoe Party
Sunday June 11th, 1-4pm
Sponsored by the Ladies Posse
Bring a Friend
Invite them to church too!
Enjoy some food at the coffee hour
and then shop for some fun outfits!
Proceeds will go to our building
fund pledge

