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Other
opportunities to be in
God’s Word
Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
This group has been using the
magazine “Good News”, which is
published by Concordia Mission
Society. The editor is the former
LHM speaker Wallace Schultz. There
are several editions available in the
pastor’s study/office for anyone who
would like to review a topic or use one
for a personal Bible study.

Wednesday morning

Wednesday Ladies Bible study: This
group meets most weeks. The
upcoming study will be Lysa
TerKeursts' "The Best Yes -Making
Wise Decisions in the Midst of
Endless Demands".
If evenings are better, join us
at the Cottage Meetings the last
Friday of the month at 7 p.m. hosted at
a members home. This month is
hosted by the Myhers

Pastor Snider’s Sunday
Adult Bible Study is on part 2 in

studying the book of Isaiah using the
Lifelight study guide. Join us as we
take an in depth look at the life of this
prophet and as we study, we also
discover the many parallels of the
times he lived in and how much they
are like our current events.
We hope to see all of you at one or
more of these Bible Studies.

Capital Stewardship Campaign Update
We have finished the the first year of our capital stewardship campaign
Time just keeps moving fast. As of December 31st we have received a total
of $81,860 which includes both pledged amounts as well as unpledged contributions from congregants and friends. We give thanks for all that has been
contributed in time, talents and treasure throughout this year. The stakes
and string (and lack of trees) that are at the entrance of the church are a
reminder of our goal. Although we enjoy the homey “coziness” that we have
currently, a larger space will let people know that they are invited to come
often, stay long, and be a part of God’s family; that there is room for all.
Envelopes for making Capital
Stewardship Campaign Contributions can be found in the Pews or
the Bookcase in the back of the
church. If you would prefer to
have your yearly supply of envelopes with your contributor number on them, Please let Lynda
Minger know. Thank you for your
continued faithfulness
Sincerely,
The Capital Stewardship Fulfillment Team.
See page 8 for public hearing information

Dec $22,212.25
Nov.$6,238
Oct.$2,693
Sept.1,481
Aug $2,025
July $3,121
June $2,003
May$2,220
Apr $1,337
Mar$3,185
Feb $2,195
Jan $7,314
Dec $ 4,113
Nov $ 21,729

$177,214
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Pastor’s Page
Don’t Go It Alone
Pastor Snider

Through the season of Advent we
learned that there are two comings of
Jesus Christ. The first is the glorious
season of Christmas, which has now
just passed, the one where Angels
sang their beautiful message to the
shepherds. The Coming of our Lord
Jesus, remains a topic of discussion.
Did it really happen in 3 or 4 B. C.?
When we watched the video on the
Star the truth was revealed that it was
3 B.C.
The Second Coming is in fact the
fulfillment of promises made by
the Father and the Son. One of the
frequent discussions deals with
how well does God keeps promises.
These are promises that He makes
because He loves us, not because
we have trapped or in some way
negotiated God into doing a gracious act for us. In reality God
chooses to be gracious to us. The
Second Coming will be and it will
be because He wants us to be in
heaven for eternity with Him.
During our worship we express a
prayer and a wish to each other
that Christians are not forced to go
through this life without help. We
normally offer this prayer with the
words “The Lord Be With You” and
those near us will often reply “And
Also With You.” Have you questioned when and how that blessing
might be? It seems to me from
Matthew 28 we are told that the
Lord Jesus told the disciples and
us that He would be with us always. Or we can look to the Old
Testament the book of Psalms
50:15 when the Lord tells us that in
the day of trouble we will call upon

Him and He will comfort us and
we will worship Him. Is there
some time when our Lord Jesus
isn’t with us? Are we really with
out God from the time of His ascension?
How is it that our
prayers are answered now and why
would Jesus have said that He
prays without ceasing for us before
His Father who is in heaven?
I think it is easy to look upon this
time between birth and death as a
proving ground or maybe more
like a recess. A time when nobody
is looking but in the end Jesus who
is seated at the right had of God
the Father will return to see how
things have been going during His
1984 year vacation from earth.
There have been people and bodies
of people who are trying to predict
just how many years after His
death, resurrection and ascension
that there is some way of predicting His return. We have all been
through instruction and we have
learned in catechism class that
coming to be a baby in a manger
was merely the beginning of his
Humiliation. His ascension was
the completion of His work on
earth, really his Exaltation.
The truth is that if you are reading
this you still have time to prepare
for the rest of your life. You also
have whatever the number of days
to prepare for the rest of your life.
We are told in nearly all parables
concerning the Kingdom of God
that it will be like someone who
was planning to be watching and
for some reason was distracted
and not able to keep alert or on
guard.
Our days are numbered on this
earth and for some there will be
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too few, for many it will be just the
right number because life as we
know it will be replaced by a life
that has heavenly benefits. There
will in the end be some exact number of days for each of us but we
have no way of knowing or determining either how many there will
be or what level of joy, pleasure,
peace or love your days will be
filled with.
I am not big on New Year’s resolutions but I do believe in making resolve for one’s self. In the next few
days whenever you read this article, make these the best few days of
your life. They are you know a
time when you can prepare for
Christ’s Second Coming or in a
very real sense it will be His second coming to earth in bodily form
but each day and each hour you are
free to call on Him. You are not
relegated to waiting until this life is
over or the End of The World to
realize Jesus Christ’s coming to
you.
How spectacular it is that for a
short time after celebrating the
birth of Christ that each one of us
can bring His great saving power
to bear on our life and to the lives
of those we love. Christ is with
you. May the Joy that filled the
shepherds 2019 years ago come to
you each day of the rest of your life
and even into eternity when Christ
will come not for the second time
but surely in all His Glory. May
the Lord be with you and Bless you
each day of the rest of your life, beginning today and through the year
2015. May He also bless your love
and service to this congregation
and all that we do because He
loved us enough to give his life for
us.
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PRAYERS OF TRINITY
“Ask and it will be given to you;
seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to
you.
For everyone who asks receives; he
who seeks finds;
and to him who knocks the door will
be opened.”
Matthew 7: 7-8



Prayers to guide the doctors in
diagnosing Beth Miller



Betty Jean Sigro, Cathie Snider
relief from pain



Tom Corcoran, Jon’s father compromised immune system



Kaye Wick and Dianne Vik, Sue
Opp, Georgia Rydzewski -strength and health



Continued healing also Cynthia
Snider, Joanne and Bob Hickman.

Praise and thanksgiving:
Gracious God and Father, we humbly
magnify the wisdom of your ways and
in childlike trust commit ourselves to
Your fatherly guidance. Uphold us, we
pray You by Your right hand, guide us
with Your counsel, and receive us at
last into glory. We pray for those
among us who are in special need of
your guidance and healing


Doris Young who has suffered a
stroke



Faith Kukuk-- health issues



Tina Albrechtsen--surgery on
brain tumor



Dennis Miller--medical test for
significant weight loss



Robert Clacher, Greg Searcy,
Kenny Cadle, Terry Kaczmarek,
Charlie and Carol Thompson,
Sarah Burns, Tonya Roberts, Judy

STEWARDSHIP AND EVANGELISM.
Kristin Myher has been coordinating with Bob Meinert in the next steps to
be taken to “Grow Where We’ve Been Planted”
Reaching Unchurched Families in Your Community is the next workshop
planned for January 24th at 9:00 am. The outline of the workshop is a
follows:
A. The Importance of Having a Great Commission Conscience
B. Factors That May Hinder a Church’s Evangelistic Efforts
C. How People Come To Christ
D. Tips for Inviting People to Church
E. Difference between Evangelism and Outreach.
F. Focusing on Receptive People
G. Who Are Our Best Outreach Prospects
H. Planning and Conducting Entry Events
I. Developing Side Doors into the Church
J. Ten Most Receptive People Groups
K. Welcoming Newcomers into the Community.
We are trying to improve our outreach and your ideas and help implementing them are crucial to the survival and growth of our church. We
need your help and input to accomplish our goals. Please prayerfully consider attending this workshop with us.
Also check out the Newsletter Rural and Small Town Mission News on the
LCMS webpage for more insight into our Mission in our growing rural
area. Sample Copies are in the Narthex Magazine Rack.

Lewis, Jean Sizemore and Cas Winans in their battles with cancer.


For the soldiers here and overseas who are still protecting freedoms, our own and others in the
world: Brandon Snider deployed
to Saudi Arabia, Nick Cardoas to
Africa, Matt Hall and Scott Mikkelson in Hawaii, Stephen Donovan, Marine in Cuba. and Jill Engel
stationed in the States.



Strengthen our trust in You that
we may know your will for our
congregation and guide us
through the decisions we must
make.



Pray for our Missionaries and especially the people in Queragosh
and those areas that have fallen
to ISIS.

ANGEL TREE

THANK YOU

Each year for the last several years, we have put
up a tree with "name tag ornaments" on it for us
to give gifts to children and families who
might not get gifts.
Every Year, Every Single Tag is taken and a

gift brought back to be delivered to Lutheran
Child and Family Services now known as Wellspring Family Services for them to deliver to these
families. This year, all the tags were taken on the
first Sunday it went up.
Thank you for your love and generosity to provide
a Merry Christmas and share the love of Jesus
with these families.
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DIFFERENT DRUG
PROBLEM
The other day, someone at a store in our
town read that a methamphetamine lab had
been found in an old farmhouse in the adjoining county and he asked me a rhetorical
question, “Why didn’t we have a drug problem when you and I were growing up?”
I replied, I had a drug problem when I was
young: I was drug to church on Sunday morning. I was drug to church for weddings and
funerals. I was drug to family reunions and
community socials no matter the weather.
I was drug by my ears when I was disrespectful to adults. I was also drug to the woodshed
when I disobeyed my parents, told a lie,
brought home a bad report card, did not
speak with respect, spoke ill of the teacher or
the preacher, or if I didn’t put forth my best
effort in everything that was asked of me.
I was drug to the kitchen sink to have my
mouth washed out with soap if I uttered a
profanity. I was drug out to pull weeds in
mom’s garden and flowerbeds and cockleburs out of dad’d fields. I was drug to the
homes of family, friends and neighbors to
help out some poor soul who had no one to
mow the yard, repair the clothesline, or chop
some firewood, and, if my mother had ever
known that I took a single dime as a tip for
this kindness, she would have drug me back
to the woodshed.
Those drugs are still in my veins and they affect my behavior in everything I do , say, or
think. They are stronger than cocaine, crack,
or heroin; and, if today’s children had this
kind of drug problem, America would be a
better place.
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Happy Birthday!!
A very Happy Birthday from
the members of Trinity
Lutheran Church:
Lois Brumm

1/3

Gregory Buurma

1/6

Kathryn Brumm

1/19

Abbie Churches

1/21

Jenna Frazzini

1/25

(Gail) Fansler

1/27

Matthew Groeller

1/27

Jonathon Krueger

1/30

Lori Engel

May he grant you your
heart's desire and fulfill all
your plans!
Psalm 20:4 ESV

1/31

Anniversary wishes go out to:
Michael and Peggy Engel 1/11

Don't miss it!
Junior High Youth
Gathering
Date: June 5-7, 2015
Location: Frankenmuth
For more information, contact Chuck Anderson or989.996.0088.

God bless the parents who drugged us.

Therefore a man shall leave his
father and his mother and hold
fast to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh.
Genesis 2:24 ESV

Saturday, June 6
Mass Gathering II
Servant Events
Frankenmuth Fun!
Mass Gathering III
Games, snacks
Family group time
Devotions

Friday, June 5
Registration begins at 4 p.m.
Adult Orientation
Mass Gathering I

Sunday, June 7
Clean up and pack

Games, activities, snacks

Closing Worship

Concert

Depart for home 11 a.m.

Devotions
Family group time / pizza
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Christian
Education News
Happy New Year!
I hope you made it to the Children’s
Christmas program on December 14th
because it was a very special service
where the kids in our congregation
shared the good news of Jesus’ birth.
I want to thank Ruthie, Rachel F., Rachel C. and Kenny for their excellent
job in reading and leading our program. Their experience and willingness to help are really appreciated.
Thank you to all the Sunday School
teachers for pitching in and directing
wherever needed. Thank you to our
actors! You all did a wonderful job!
Also, many thanks to Barb Yek for
planning the entire Birthday Party. It
was so festive and fun for everyone.
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mit to coming to Sunday School every
Sunday if you don’t already. We have
a lot of fun together and learn something new every Sunday as together
we grow in our knowledge of the Bible and in our Faith as well.
Don’t miss the cottage meeting on
January 30th at 7:00 hosted by Mike
and Kristin Myher. If you have any
questions about the cottage meeting,
please ask anyone on the Board of
Education, or me. I have posted a
cottage meeting sign-up sheet in the
Narthex. If you’d like to host a month
or two, sign up now before all the
good dates are gone! Speaking of the
Board of Ed, we held our quarterly
meeting on October 28th and our next
meeting is scheduled for January 20th
at 7:00 pm. All are welcome to join
us! We really appreciate any and all
comments and suggestions.

Now
that
our
Christmas program
is over and we
don’t need to practice during Sunday
School, we are back
to our regular lessons. Last Sunday
we learned about
the boy Jesus in the
temple. We made
beautiful dove ornaments to remind
us that the Holy
Spirit is with us.
The new year is a
great time to com-

Upcoming events
C RAFT D AY
J ANUARY 17
8AM --8PM
Ladies, Mark your calendars for the next
CRAFT DAY, Saturday , January 17th ,
8am- 8pm
Anyone interest in working on a
special mission project during part of
that craft day or at home which involves
some cutting material and sewing, please
see Barb Yek for more information. Thanks.
W ORKSHOP
J ANUARY 24
9:00 AM
“Reaching Unchurched Members
in our Community. Details to come!
F AMILY F UN D AY
12-5 PM
F EB 1, 12-5 PM
This is a fun time of games fellowship and
relaxing with our families after the hectic
holidays. It also helps to lift those postHoliday blues that sometimes happen. If
playing Chickenfoot doesn’t do it for you
there is a myriad of other games such as
euchre, Apples to Apples or whatever
other game you would like to bring. Bring
a dish to pass and if the weather permits,
skating and sledding are available.

Most of the cast of “Jesus Born for Us” (a few shepherds
were camera shy)

KNOW WHAT YOUR CHILDREN ARE STUDYING
5

1/4/2015

The Boy Jesus in the Temple

Luke 2:41–52

Luke 2:40–52

6

1/11/2015

The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus

Mark 1:1–13

Mark 1:4–11

7

1/18/2015

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael

John 1:43–51

John 1:43–51

8

1/25/2015

Jesus Calls Matthew

Mark 2:13–17

Mark 1:14–20
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LUTHERAN HOUR ON THE GO
You can now access Lutheran Hour Ministries' Daily
Devotions on your mobile device by using the new
Daily Devotions app!



Inspirational Scripture-based messages at your
fingertips every day
 Season-themed devotions during Advent and Lent
 Read the devotion text or listen to the audio version
 Share the devotion with a friend using Twitter,
Facebook or e-mail

With more of our congregation using Kindle, and other
phones and tablets, (even our more seasoned members), I
thought I would remind everybody that the Lutheran
Hour Ministries website can be accessed via your web
browser and even more easily accessed by downloading
their apps. There are more apps available, including some
of the Men’s Network devotions which though I’m not a
man, the “Great Deceiver” and “Lost Books?” looked very
interesting.
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PUBLIC HEARING
PUTNAM TOWNSHIP PLANNING
COMMISSION AMENDMENT TO THE PUTNAM
TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
PUBLIC HEARING will be held by the Putnam Township Planning Commission for the
purpose of receiving comments on a Special
Land Use, Article XIV, Section 340-149 and
340-108 Zoning, of the Codified Ordinances
for Putnam Township, Livingston County, Property information may be viewed at the offices of
Putnam Township, 3280 West M-36. Pinckney, Michigan during normal business hours. The
public hearing will be held:
Jan 14, 2015 7pm, Putnam Township Hall,
3280 West M-36. Pinckney.
Trinity Lutheran Church seeks special land use
approval in an AO Agriculture Open Zoning
District for parcel number 4714-18-300012, located at 5758 W. M-36, Pinckney,
Mi. for additions and modifications to the existing property. NOTE: any written comments
need to be provided to the Clerk at least two
days prior to the Public hearing. If special accommodations are needed to participate in the
public hearing, please call the Township at least
one day in advance
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